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ANNUAL REPORT ON GIVING 2019–2020

In the past year, when so much 
has challenged us, we have found 
our footing by focusing on the 
needs of our students. Through 
your generosity, 186 students 
were supported by the Fund for 
Professional Children’s School. 
More than $1.2 million was awarded 
in financial aid. And 50 faculty and 
staff were able to continue their 
vital work. So to each of you who 
contributed this year: thank you. 

Thank you.
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We wanted to take a moment to 
share with you more about the work 
of the Advancement Office.

Our goal is to strengthen and advance 
the mission of Professional Children’s 
School, primarily through raising 
philanthropic support for the school.

As a private, not-for-profit school, 
tuition covers most of the cost of a PCS 
education, but it doesn’t provide for 
the full cost. Additionally, the need for 
financial aid continues to increase. In 
the coming 2020-2021 academic year, 
45% of PCS students are receiving need-
based financial aid to attend PCS. 

Each year, hundreds of caring members 
of our community contribute unrestricted 
gifts through the Fund for Professional 
Children’s School, gifts to our Financial 
Aid Fund and other special funds for 
financial aid, contributions toward other 
special initiatives, and underwriting 
for and attendance at the Spring Gala. 
Unrestricted gifts go toward meeting 
PCS’s most pressing immediate needs.

Our office works with current parents, 
grandparents, trustees, along with alumni 
and alumni parents and grandparents, 
and others in the PCS community, to 
raise the remaining costs to make a PCS 
education possible for more students.

In this year’s Annual Report on Giving, 
we are pleased to honor Dr. James 
Dawson’s 25th year as Head of School. 
Dr. Dawson’s impact on PCS is truly 
immeasurable. We congratulate him on 
this remarkable milestone and we look 
forward to seeing the school continue 
to flourish under his leadership.

We are grateful that you are a part of 
the PCS family, and we hope to see 
you in the coming year. Thank you for 
your generous support of PCS! Your 
support means more to our students 
and families than ever before.

Sincerely,

Chris Haley 
Director of Institutional Advancement

		

Noël Soisson 
Institutional Advancement Associate

A warm welcome from the Office 
of Institutional Advancement
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“If I had to find that one word that 
captures what my time at PCS has 
been all about and which remains 
the central theme of my work 
here, it has always been the same 
as it remains now. That word, that 
sentiment, that driving force has 
been and will always be hope.”

— J A M E S  DAW S O N
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It’s never meant to be easy to 
encapsulate 25 years of anything in 
a few words; there’s so much to pull 
from, so many memories to recover, so 
many people and lives and moments 
and highlights to pull back out from 
the recesses of one’s mind, so many 
engrams of memory and emotion that 
propel one back and prompt one to 
relive and to re-feel and to refresh the 
sense of belonging that, above all else, 
the exercise itself reminds one that 
that rush of feelings and that rush of 
emotions are, in and of themselves, a 
marker of the sheer magnitude of time 
and experience that defines a quarter 
century of doing anything, anywhere.

I remember how I felt on July 1, 1995 
when I began my first day as Head 
of School at Professional Children’s 
School; it was a very quiet day, mostly 
consumed by saying hello to the staff 
that I would come to know and cherish, 
getting the lay of the land, beginning 
the process of making an empty space 
into one’s own office, figuring out the 
how’s and the whys of operations that 
preceded my arrival, only later to realize 
that some of those operations would 
change to reflect an era that I could 
never imagine that I would lead and set.

I remember the trepidation of a thirty-
something new head of a school as I 
took on the mantle of leadership for an 
institution that was facing considerable 
challenges at the time; I remember 
losing two close friends to the scourge 
of AIDS shortly before I came to PCS 
as it was only around that time, in the 
mid-90’s, that protease inhibitors came 
along and gave promise to the ill and 
to the uncertain. I remember the huge 
challenges that were set out before me: 
to propel PCS forward, to bring more 

and stronger students to the school, to 
raise our academic profile, to elevate 
our fundraising beyond perfunctory, 
and to work to improve the physical 
plant. The list seemed endless and a bit 
daunting. But it was always, from that 
first day onward, about promise, and 
it was always and remains to be about 
one central idea that has sustained me 
these many years and which still fills me 
with an unlimited sense of possibility. 

If I had to find that one word that 
captures what my time at PCS has been 
all about and which remains the central 
theme of my work here, it has always 
been the same as it remains now. That 
word, that sentiment, that driving force 
has been and will always be hope.

During that first fall of ’95 and in the 
25 years since, I have had the most 
cherished privilege of meeting, working 
with, engaging with, being elevated by, 
and being touched by the simply most 
remarkable and extraordinary young 
people that I can imagine. Gifted dancers, 
musicians, artists, writers, models, 
athletes, entrepreneurs, influencers, pop 
stars and movie stars, special effect 
mavens and those who march to their 

From the Head of 
School
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own beat. I’ve been so incredibly moved 
by what the young people entrusted to 
us can do, by what they have done, and 
by what they will do. I’ve been graced 
to keep in touch with so many of them, 
been called an honorary dad and older 
brother by scores of them, which so 
touches my heart; I’ve been present 
through the deeply personal journeys 
for numerous young people challenged 
by their own life stories, sometimes 
so driven by conflict and limitations. I 
remember the everlasting sentiments of 
those whose lives seemed so devoid of 
possibility and hope and who somehow 
envisioned that PCS or those of us who 
work here changed them for the better 
through our presence. Many, many 
years ago, a young man whose father 
walked out on him as a child wrote to 
me, “Dr. Dawson, you are for me like the 
absent father that I never had who has 
taught me the true meaning of love”. 

Wow, can any job, 
any work, any place 
be so powerful a 
reminder of how 
much we can 
touch others and 
an even stronger 
reminder about how 
much their lives 
can touch ours? 

Countless stories, countless and 
abundant connections, countless 
ongoing examples of achievement 
and promise and happiness.

We’ve come far in these twenty-five years. 
During my time at PCS we’ve raised well 
over 45 million dollars; we’ve improved 
our academics; we remade our building, 

expanding it by over 50% and added new 
spaces such as the Peter Glenville Theatre 
and the gym, with new labs and new 
classrooms, advanced technology, and 
wonderful new windows. We’ve grown 
and nurtured (and are forever grateful 
for) an extraordinary group of faculty 
and staff. Our endowment and reserves 
have grown dramatically. Our standing 
as a school has risen mightily. I’ve served 
as President of the Board of Directors of 
the Guild of Independent Schools of NYC 
and as President of the Board of Trustees 
of the New York State Association of 
Independent Schools; I’ve been on several 
school Boards as well as those of national 
organizations and chaired numerous 
accreditations visits; I’ve watched this 
tiny gem become like a brilliant diamond 
of light and life. I’ve had the pleasure of 
working with a series of superb Chairs and 
Boards of Trustees; whose generosity and 
support sustain me and sustain the school.

I’m also well aware and truly blessed to 
have been here to steward us through 
a quarter century of ups and downs 
economically, socially and globally. 
We’ve known the scourge of disease and 
hunger and wars but we’ve also known 
the wonder of scientific breakthroughs, 
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of immeasurable acts of kindness, and 
the recently blossoming desire to strive 
to push back against social inequity 
and systemic racism. I’m extraordinarily 
blessed to have been here through all of 
that and more, to have worked with so 
many remarkable professionals, to have 
been the grateful recipient of the financial 
gifts of our many supporters, including 
all of you listed herein and more. Through 
it all, I could feel the love, and this past 
spring, even if we could not hold our so 
carefully planned Gala meant to honor 
my 25 years of service,  not to worry 
as I do feel honored, and I am deeply 
grateful, and I do feel the support, and 
I am touched by the gestures and the 
affirmation of this beloved community. 
Clearly, our journey is not complete. In 
the midst of a global pandemic, PCS 
is again confronted by a new set of 
challenges. I recognize that there is 
still much to do. Our work continues. 
But, behind all of that, my greatest gift 
is, without question, the joy and the 
privilege of working with and getting 
to know the young people entrusted to 
us here at PCS. They are the core and 
most cherished gift of my service and 
my time and they are the basis for my 

optimism. They elevate me, they move 
me, they inspire me, they are my heroes, 
my unbridled solution to the dilemmas 
coming at us in an uncertain future. 
They touch all of us, with their minds 
and their talents and their humanity. 
They represent a world out there that 
shines like a light leading us forward 
and their light gives life to all of us.

I have said it before and I will say it 
again and again. What have these  25 
years left me feeling? What is my 
takeaway after a quarter of a century at 
the helm of this remarkable institution 
called PCS? What drives me forward 
more than anything else, even in the 
midst of this particularly challenging 
time? It’s always been the same.

I still believe in that place called hope.

Sincerely,

James Dawson
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Professional Children’s School is 
an institution like no other. Our 
mission, providing a rigorous, high 
quality education while supporting our 
students in their various professional 
endeavors, sets us apart from other 
independent schools. But the truth 
is, if you speak to anyone who has 
attended PCS you overwhelmingly hear 
about the strength of our community 
and the culture of the school. 

Our dedicated 
faculty and staff 
understand the 
challenges our 
students face as 
they pursue careers 
in their chosen 
field, and work 
tirelessly with them 
to prepare for their 
future educational 
endeavors. 

It is their hard work and dedication in a 
culture of collaboration and acceptance 
of all that help make PCS such a special 
place. I understand this dynamic first 
hand, having graduated from PCS in 1991. 

When we speak about the strength of 
our community, we recognize how we 
have been tested since we were forced 
to move to remote learning in March due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The precious 
time teachers and students had face-
to-face, the warm smile from a teacher 

who knows if a student is struggling, 
the outstretched hand of a student 
helping out another student; these are 
opportunities and moments that we miss 
dearly. But the faculty and staff have 
worked day and night to ensure that 
our remote learning program lives up 
to our very high standards, but also to 
extend the safe, warm, protected culture 
that is PCS to our student’s homes.

This past April 
at our annual 
Spring Gala 
we would have 
celebrated 
the 25th 
anniversary 
at PCS of 
our Head of 
School, James 
Dawson. I had 
already been 
working on 
my speech 
commending 
and 
appreciating 
Dr. Dawson on 
this milestone 
and properly 
thanking 
him for his 
leadership and 
dedication 
to PCS. I’m saving that speech and 
am determined to deliver it in person 
in a room filled with Dr. Dawson’s 
colleagues, students, former students, 
Trustees, friends and so many others 
who have been touched by his kind, 
intelligent and thoughtful nature.  

Dr. Dawson’s leadership and 
accomplishments during the last 25 
years are extraordinary and he has 

From the Chair 
of the Board of 
Trustees
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propelled us forward academically, 
financially and socially in ways too 
far and wide to describe in this short 
letter. Please join me and the Trustees 
in thanking James Dawson for his 
leadership, and especially for his steady 
hand during this unprecedented crisis.

We look back on the last year and it’s 
hard to think of anything other than the 
COVID-19 pandemic. But when I look 
back on the last year, I think about the 
incredible task that we laid at the feet of 
our teachers and the staff of PCS. I think 
about how fortunate PCS is to have an 
experienced leader in Dr. Dawson during 
such a difficult time. We’re proud that 

the financial standing of the school is 
strong and we are incredibly grateful 
to each of you who supports PCS. 
Your steadfast commitment enables 
Professional Children’s School to fulfill its 
unique educational mission and plan for 
the next generation of talented students 
who will come through our doors. 

Sincerely,

Melanie Harris ’91
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Fund for Professional Children's School (Unrestricted). . . $247,531

Financial Aid Funds. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  $344,788

Includes Gifts to: PCS Financial Aid Fund, Dr. James Dawson Fund for 
Broadway Scholars, Class of 2018 - Roberta Kosse Financial Aid Fund 
for Musicians, Carol Kleban Financial Aid Fund, SAPAR Contemporary 
Art Scholarship Fund, and Virginia B. Toulmin Scholarship Fund 

Other Restricted Gifts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 $68,501

Special Events . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      $265,838

TOTAL GIVING TO PCS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         $926,658

GIVING TO PCS BY CONSTITUENCIES*

Trustees. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           $262,040

Parents. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                              $341,905

Alumni. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                             $130,010

Parents of Alumni . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    $200,291

Faculty and Staff. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      $9,591

Foundations, Corporations, and Grants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 $427,552

*For reporting purposes, individuals in multiple categories have been  
counted more than once.

Philanthropic 
Support 2019–
2020
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$1,201,574
AWA R D E D  T H R O U G H  T H E  P C S  F I N A N C I A L  A I D  F U N D

186
students served through 
the Fund for Professional 
Children’s School

72
students received financial 
aid through PCS’s various 
donor-supported funds

$100,000
awarded through the Virginia 
B. Toulmin Scholarship Fund

$95,000
awarded through the Dr. 
James Dawson Fund for 
Financial Aid

$75,400
awarded through the Nancy 
Malone ’54 Scholarship Fund

$46,700
awarded through the SAPAR 
Contemporary Scholarship 
Fund

makes all of this possible!
YOUR GENEROSITY

Impact by the 
Numbers
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PCS DAY OF GIVING A GREAT 
SUCCESS

Thanks to your support, the 2019 Day of 
Giving was a great success! This year the 
PCS community exceeded our $125,000 
goal, in honor of Dr. James Dawson’s 
25 years as Head of School, raising 
$177,670, a full 42% above the goal!

Day of Giving donations support the 
Fund for Professional Children’s School, 
which provides for every aspect of 
the operation of our school, including 
financial aid for 39% of our students, 
maintaining our beautiful building, and so 
much more. We simply could not do all 
of this without you. Your donations will 
build an even stronger PCS community.

A very special thank you to the PCS Board 
of Trustees for collectively offering a 
generous matching gift, which served as 
a powerful catalyst for the Day of Giving.

*For reporting purposes, individuals 
in multiple categories have been 
counted more than once.

OF THIS YEAR’S  
160 SUPPORTERS:

Impact of Donor 
Support
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MATCHING GIFT CHALLENGE PROVIDED 
BY THE VIRGINIA B. TOULMIN 
FOUNDATION

During the second semester, as so many 
within our community began experiencing 
financial difficulties as a result of the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, The 
Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation provided 
PCS with a generous matching gift 
challenge to inspire others to support our 
current and prospective students during 
this critical time. The Toulmin Foundation 
generously matched every dollar 
contributed to The Dr. James Dawson 
Fund for Financial Aid up to a total of 
$50,000. The Toulmin Foundation’s 
efforts helped PCS to raise an extra 
$147,000 for the Dawson Fund before 
the end of the fiscal year, which ended 
on June 30, 2020. We are ever grateful 
for the Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation’s 
extraordinary generosity and kindness 
during a truly challenging time for the 
school, our students, and their families.
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THE DAWSON FUND HAS PROVIDED 
NEARLY $500,000 IN SUPPORT TO 19 
STUDENTS

In 1914 when Professional Children’s 
School was founded, schools in New 
York were either unwilling or unable to 
accommodate the schedules of school-
aged children working on the stage, 
in spite of a large number of children 
employed in the theatre industry in 
New York or on the road. Many working 
children chose to skip or even quit school 
in order to continue practicing their 
craft. PCS was founded specifically to 
serve New York’s professional children.

Our mission to educate students pursuing 
a variety of extracurricular endeavors has 
remained constant. However, as tuition 
has risen and as Broadway contracts 
for minors have shortened, PCS has 
served ever fewer students from the 
Broadway community. In 2014, as PCS 
celebrated both the school’s centennial 
and Dr. James Dawson’s 20th year as 
Head of School, Dr. Dawson requested 
that gifts contributed in recognition of 
both milestones be directed to a new 
fund whose goal was to help make 
PCS more affordable for students 
working in theatre and in the arts, and 
particularly to attract more students 
from the Broadway community.

Thanks to the very generous support 
of our donors, the Dr. James Dawson 
Fund for Financial Aid has now awarded 
more than $475,500, enabling 19 PCS 
students to pursue their dreams without 
sacrificing their education. During this 
time, Dawson scholars have graced the 
Broadway stage, in productions including 
Frozen, Finding Neverland, Once on 
this Island, Matilda, Mary Poppins, Kinky 
Boots, and School of Rock. It has also 
supported students in television and film.

This year as we celebrate Dr. Dawson’s 
25th year as Head of School, Dr. Dawson 
has asked the PCS community to help 
replenish this important fund and to 
officially broaden its purpose so as to 
include a wider spectrum of students 
with financial needs. This year’s Spring 
Gala benefited The Dr. James Dawson 
Fund for Financial Aid. The entire PCS 
community was invited to make a special 
gift to the Dawson Fund and, in doing 
so, help the school continue to support 
the remarkable young people entrusted 
to our care. If you would like to support 
the Dawson Fund, please click here to 
make a special donation today, and select 
“Dawson Fund” to designate your gift.
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AN ABBREVIATED TIMELINE 

1982: Received his Ph.D. from the 
State University of New York at 
Albany where he also served on the 
faculty.

1988-1995: Served as Head of the 
Upper School at The Spence School.

1995: Appointed Head of School of 
Professional Children’s School. (Dr. 
Dawson is shown above with the 
leadership team from his first year.)

2001: Instituted a Travel Grant for 
two members of our faculty and staff 
each year to support personal or 
professional development through 
travel experiences.

2003-2005: Elected President of 
the Guild of Independent Schools of 
New York City.

2004: PCS completed a $13.6-million 
renovation and expansion, which 
expanded the school building’s usable 
space by 50%. The work, by Steven 
Harris Architects, added classrooms 
and office space, a new cafeteria, 
the Peter Glenville Theatre, and a 
gymnasium on a new 8th floor. 

2010-2013: Significantly increased 
faculty and staff salaries over a period 
of three years, bringing them in line 
with peer independent schools.

Happy 25th, 
Dr. Dawson!

— M A R I LO U  A N D  M A R K  H A M I L L 
PA R E N T S  O F  C H E L S E A  ’ 0 7

Congratulations to 
James on his 25th year 
as Head of School and 
kudos to the Trustees 
for their matching gift.

— K I M B E R L E Y  F I T E R M A N - D U E P N E R 
PA S T  T R U S T E E  A N D  

PA R E N T  O F  E D I E  ’ 1 0  A N D  M AT T H E W  ’ 1 4

Congratulations, Jim! 
— B E R N A R D  A N D  D I A N E  YATA U R O  

PA R E N T S  O F  N O E L L E  ’ 1 3

We’re still your  
biggest fans! 

— S U S A N  K A N D E R  A N D  WA R R E N  A S H WO R T H 
PA S T  T R U S T E E  A N D  PA R E N T S  O F  J AC O B  ’ 0 6

Celebrating James Dawson’s  
25 Years

Celebrating James 
Dawson’s 25 Years
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2013-2018: Elected to the Board 
of Trustees of the New York State 
Association of Independent Schools 
(NYSAIS) in 2013, on which he 
currently serves as Past President, 
after fulfilling a term as President 
from 2016-2018, and as Vice President 
from 2015-2016; he was also elected 
to the NYSAIS Health Insurance 
Program Advisory Council, the 
governing body of the NYSAIS Health 
Consortium, in January 2014.

2014: In conjunction with the 
school’s 100th anniversary, Dr. 
Dawson and his Advancement 
team raised more than $500,000 
toward The Dr. James Dawson Fund 
for Broadway Scholars, which was 
established that year in his name. 
He also helped to raise another 
$900,000+ in support of the school’s 
Centennial Fund. 

2017: Worked with the Board of 
Trustees to approve a school Diversity 
Statement.

2018: Replaced all of the school’s 
windows, many of which were more 
than 100 years old. 
 
2019-2020: Celebrated his 25th 
year as Professional Children’s 
School’s Head of School. In lieu 
of holding an in-person event due 
to the COVID-19 outbreak, donors 
contributed an additional $415,000 
for the Dawson Fund, which was 
renamed The Dr. Dawson Fund for 
Financial Aid to more accurately 
reflect the breadth of professions of 
our current students.

With wonderful 
memories of my 12 
years at PCS

— J OY  N AT H A N  S T E R N  ’ 5 6

Congrats Dr. Dawson 
for 25 years!

—W I L L I A M  B R A N T  ’ 0 6

Dr. Dawson saved my 
son Ari’s life... We are 
so happy with PCS 
and he thrived there!

—T I N A  S H A F E R 
PA R E N T  O F  A R I  ’ 1 4

On behalf of  
Surya Garg ’17  
who absolutely  
loved PCS.

— R A J  A N D  M A D H U  G A R G



“Whether it is leading our 
community through every 
iteration of challenge and triumph 
or connecting in conversation 
one-on-one in his office, James 
activates a remarkable alchemy 
in each human connection by 
recognizing the positive potential 
in all. We are so grateful for you, 
James.” 

— R E N ATA  N I KO L AY E V 
E S L  A N D  E N G L I S H  T E AC H E R
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PHILANTHROPY AT PCS TRULY TAKES A VILLAGE. We are 
grateful for the many parents, grandparents, guardians, alumni, 
trustees, foundations, faculty, staff, and friends who make 
charitable donations to PCS each year. Thank you for your 
generous support of our students and faculty. Professional 
Children’s School strives to keep tuition as affordable as 
possible while continuing to provide an excellent academic 
program. Money raised through our various donor-supported 
funds — both restricted and unrestricted — helps to bridge the 
gap between tuition income and the cost of a PCS education.

Total Giving to Professional Children’s School 
Contributed between July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE

Executive Producers Circle ($50,000 and above)
Anonymous
Michele and Tim Barakett
The J. P. Morgan Charitable Giving Fund
Carol Hertling Nickell and Frank T. Nickell
Raushan Sapar

Directors Circle ($25,000 - $49,999)
Anonymous
Donald and Susan Brant
The Robert J. Fraiman, Jr. & Melanie C. Harris  

Charitable Fund
Ernest and Kay Frank
Jeffrey Kossak
John & Evelyn Kossak Foundation, Inc.
Vanguard Charitable

Star Circle ($15,000 - $24,999)
The Bommer Family
Kristin and John Clark
Darrell and Amy Crate ’89
Drs. Darice and Jason Fadeyi
The Peter Glenville Foundation
Diane and Bill Kenney
Susan Gluck Pappajohn ’79 and Greg Pappajohn
Erin and Brendan Scanlon
Sally Shreeves and Norm Champ
The Tony Randall Theatrical Fund
Cortney and Bill Villafranco

Diamond Circle ($10,000 - $14,999)
Lee and Bill Dieck
The Draper Foundation
Maja and Nicholas DuBrul
Kimberley Fiterman-Duepner and Gregory Duepner
First Republic Bank
Michael ’04 and Jacyn Gleicher
David Lang and Debra Ellenoff
John B. Murray and  

Elizabeth Heilman Brooke Murray 
Astrid and Cristian SabellaRosa
The Schwartz Family Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Sterne
Michael Wolff and Polly Draper

Ruby Circle ($5,000 - $9,999)
Kelly and James Annarella
Benjamin Arnow ’93 and Leslie Hibbard ’94
Jesse H. Ausubel
Bob Avian and Peter Pileski
Melissa Bachochin
Amanda and Ritam Bhalla
Julie and Christopher Boehning
Charles Duggan and Julia Bator
The Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Stephanie and John Golfinos
Stefani Greenfield and Mitchell Silverman
Jewish Communal Fund
Mimi Klein and Allie Klein

Giving at Professional  
Children’s School

Giving at 
Professional 
Children’s School
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John B. Murray Architect, LLC 
Shaiza Rizavi and Jon Friedland
Denise Jackson Sutherland
Daniel and Barbara Wood

Platinum Circle  ($2,500 - $4,999)
Anonymous
American Express 
Jennifer Ashe and Oleh Wlasenko
Anne Ausubel
Toni Benjamin ’55 and Edward Benjamin ’54
Dr. and Mrs. Cahill
James Dawson & Shaun Mattivi
Edwin Gerard ’02
Sumner Gerard Foundation
Chris Haley and David Knapp
Marilou and Mark Hamill
Kelsey Fithian Lamond ’02 and David Lamond
Agatha Relota Luczo ’99 and Steve Luczo
Robert S. and Donna R. Shafir
Danielle Strauss and Jedd Wider

Gold Circle  ($1,000 - $2,499)
Anonymous
Albert and Hannah An
Christine and Benjamin Anagnos
Austin & Co., Inc.
Heidi Elizabeth Bishay ’81
Davd R. Bixler ’71

Odessa and Bill Bourne 
Samantha and Drew Cohen
Anabel Adams and Scott Craft
Dr. Daniel Curry & Mrs. Rachel Yanowitch Curry
Lisa and John Dower
Antonia P. DuBrul
Mr. and Mrs. Nigel Ferrey
Navah and Robert Frost
Amara Balthrop-Lewis Hastings ’92
Sherrie A. Hinkle
Maria Issopoulou and Vasileios Papakalodoukas
Paul, Laura and Hugh Kane
Pat and Ronnie ’55 Lee
Dr. Christian Maetzener and Dr. Ruth Maetzener
Adriana and Harold Malone
Joan McCulloch
Barrett and Joe McIntyre
Erica Marks Panush and David Panush
Theresa Park and Greg Irikura
Tricia Lynch Patton ’08 and Ryan Patton
Linda Rosenberg and Anthony V. Caracciolo
Kay and Richard Sanders
Harold S. Spitzer
Elise Ingalls Swanton ’72
Dr. Lili Tang
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Wachtel
Hongmei Weng and Yuanxia Zhang
Mr. Bernard and Hon. Diane Yatauro

HONOR ROLL	

Patrons ($500 - $999)
Anonymous (3)
Wendy Wisan Baker ’53 and Sydney Baker
Lori and Carswell Berlin
Edie and Michael Blair
Rachel and Skip Connors
Pierce Cravens ’04
DeLaCour Family Foundation
Elisabeth Fitzgerald
Nancy Foy ’68
Madhu Powar Garg and Rajesh Garg
Andrew Garrison
Francine (Amdur ’62) Goldfarb and  

Robert Goldfarb
Stephanie Goodman and Beau Everett
Marni and Stuart Hersch
Caroline Holder and Dirk DeLaCour

Brian and Jenny Hogan
Stephanie Hull
Corinne Keller and Stuart Fishman
Fred C. and Marion B. Kneip
Carol and John Lane
Stephen and Rebecca Madsen
John and Victoria Mancuso
Christopher and Juliana Mellevold
Stacey Mesler and Colin Cuite
Dawn Mucha and Todd Lyon
Beatriz Naranjo
Robert and Sonya Neis
Stephen Nosal
Shannon Owen ’93 and Trey Owen
Emily Pier ’02
Leonie Rosenstiel ’64 
Anastasia and Kevin Rotheroe
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Dr. Robert Mark Savage
George Sparacio
Rima Vargas-Vetter ’64 and Paul Ukena
David and Susan Viniar
The Viniar Family Foundation
Irene Strom White ’64
Noelle Diane Yatauro ’13
Mary Ellen Cravens Young ’01
The Yu Family

Supporters ($150 - $499)
Anonymous (2)
Ibtesam Arabiat and Conrad Bilham-Boult
Sena K. Baron
Anthony W. Battelle ’75
Susan Becker and Aaron Jacob
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Beckwith
Barbara Bemelmans ’54
Chrysanthi and Harvey Berger
Gilles Bernard and Min Kim
Anne Blackman
W. Scott and Wanda Blanchard
Jeanette Bliss ’72
Lillian R. Boese ’64
William Brant ’06
Marian Brown and John Glassie
Sandra Campos
Caplan Family Foundation, Inc.
Annemarie and Alfred Cavallaro (Lucania)
Grace Mary Cerrone and Edward Ojeda
I Ping Chan and Chao Ching Wang
Elizabeth Christenberry
Christina Clark ’16

Lola Cooper ’07
Nancy Edwards Cronin
Paula Dagen
Andrew Daly ’07
The de Roos Family
Christine Dziegielewski
Laura Ehrlich ’15
Loryn Evanoff
Patti S. Eylar
Chelsea File ’11
Paul and Robin Foley and Eamon Foley ’11
Darrel Frost
Michelle and Alon Frumer
Ericka Fur
Caroline Gogolak ’04
Christine and Kelsey Graham
Lisa and Peter Gratale
Gregory Gropper ’17
Kate and Douglas Heddings
Janet and Michael Hoover
Parents of Elijah T. Horland
William Johnson and Jason Weinberg
Lynn Mizzy Jonas ’68
Mya Jones
Jane Kaczmarek
Eunjie & KC Klegar
Dr. David and Mary Kretzschmar
Ali and Greg Landegger
Dania Nauholnyk Lawro and Lubomyr Lawro
Brigid and Frédéric Le Minez
Deborah and Gilbert H. Levine
Howard Levy and Sandra Hochman
Hanako and Jeffrey Levy
Sandy Macchiarulo
Susann Malin and Joel Solomon
Stacy and Richard Marquit
Raquel Martinez
Michael and Sarah McGhee ’96
Emma and Ed McLoughlin
Paul and Jodi McLoughlin
Yaoyong Meng and Jinglin Jin
Merzier Process Group
Kendall Mitchell
Ilan and Eve Mor
Wendy Murdock & Jack Murrin
Lindsey Mitchell ’85
Aferdita Nezaj
Jim Nguyen and Jade Smith
Christian Nosal ’17
Janet and David Offensend
Ms. Berenika Palys
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Linda Pereira ’70 and Joseph Pereira
Erika Petersen and Eric Rosenthal
Arlene Tarlow Pierce ’54
Katharyn Pinder and Bruce Sautter
Craig & Stefanie Pintoff
Anne and Jim Pugliese
Arlen Pyenson ’94
Jill and Gerry Riera
Kevin and Jean Rodd
Ron Rubin
Laura Breckenridge Savage ’02
Elizabeth Schiff
The Schwab Charitable Fund
Tina Shafer
Michael Shih ’89
Barbara Sicuranza-Stein and Chris Stein
Ms. Karen Stewart
Jeffrey Stone and Gail Weiss
Leslie Sullivan
Brian and Dixie Szafranski
Thomson Reuters
Julie Tobiason and Jeremy Conner
Pilar Trachsel-Ospina and Rudolf Trachsel
Mason and Sara Voit
Brianne von Fabrice and Brent Chaffee
Tanya Rivero Warren (née Gingerich) ’89
Caswell Weinbren ’05
Cynthia and John Westberg
Ms. Lee Wilson ’62
Douglas Wirth
Daisy Wong
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Yanowitch
Joan Javits Zeeman
Hong Sun and Tinggong Zhang
Ari Zizzo ’14

Donor (up to $149)
Anonymous (5)
Dr. Richard & Judy Abraham
Ramin Abrams ’12
Trini Alvarado ’85 and Robert McNeill
Tessa Alvarez ’18
AmazonSmile
Matthew Anton ’82
Karen and Gregory Arenson
Debbie Aronson ’79 and Jack Aronson
Jacob Ashworth ’06
Lisa Grant Auerbach  ’83
Adam S. Barrett ’85
Elana Barry ’82
Janice Bayer

Drew Beasley ’19
Jeffrey Paul Bobrick 
Dylan Brenner ’12
Penelope Brigham ’73
Veronika Bromberg ’79 and Todd Bromberg
Claude Brooks ’87
Marvelous Brooks
Dayci Ree Brookshire ’00
John David Brookshire II ’94
Dr. Ernestine Byer-Tyre
Magaly and Kevin Casey
Aaron Chaleff ’05
Victoria Chusid-Marks ’07
Kate Luckinbill Conner ’03
Mr. and Mrs. Marco Cuccagna
Ivan Cury ’55 and Barbara Harris
Nilah Peaches Davis ’85
Tracy Dawson
Rachel de la Torre ’12
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Derby
Ann Devaney ’88 and Jay Devaney
Mariam Dingilian ’10
Lucy Drummond ’08
Lynne and Darryl Edelstein
Pamela L. Eng
Mary Engel ’79 and Darryl Zudeck
Christian Ericksen ’10
Silas Farley ’12 and Cassia Farley
Fay and Manuel Fernandez
Luz Fernandez
Shira Flam ’81
Eamon Foley ’11
Phil and Mary Foote
Michael Fredo ’96
Alyssa French ’04
Patricia Curley Gannon ’58 and Paul Gannon
Jaime Lee Gleicher ’03
Alexandra Grabicki ’10
Arnold and Martha Graf
Erik Graff ’07
Jessica Graff ’03
Victoria Grempel ’12
Bernard Groveman & Barbara Ancona
David H. Hamilton ’81
Catherine A. Henry
Christopher W. Hill ’95
The Rev. Dr. Olivia P. L. Hilton
Dara Hinshaw
William Hirt
Shari Honig
Laura Inman
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Hope Innelli and Kaipo Schwab
Rocio Izurieta
Micki Jacobs ’85 and Ron Jacobs
Lisandro Jaquez
Ava Jenkins
XiaoXia Jiang and Dong Wei
Lizbeth Johnson
Michael Jones ’10
Susan Kander and Warren Ashworth
Judith and Lawrence Kaplan
Ginger Karren
Kashina Kessler ’87
Tae Hun Kim ’09
Molly and Damon Klesa
Jennifer Kuhl ’16
Cari Cohen Lang ’84
Laurie LeFever and Vinny Sagona
Helen S. Levine
Jennifer K. Levy ’79
Christina Hall Lovely ’98
Bonnie Trompeter Lowe ’61 and Norm Lowe
Elaine L. Magidson ’62
Marat Mamin ’10
Marcy Mann 
JoAnn Mariano 
Meegan McMillan
Brendan Meyers ’06
Joan Milkson ’59
Kenny Schaffel Morse ’69
Sarah Murphy
Paul Myerberg ’60
Bradford Negbaur ’83
Ms. Renata Nikolayev

Carol Petersen Oakes ’48
Thomas Orefice
Shawn and Samuel Ostrower
Barry Pearl ’69
Laura Pearle
Jill Perin ’81 and Patrick Perin
Angela Perozo
Melanie Person ’79
Lurie Horns Pfeffer ’68
Caroline Pugliese ’04
Altagracia Ramos
Maria Buck Retartha and Anthony Retartha
Stefan Rich ’08
Mary Rodas ’94
Habibi Rodriguez
Kerry Roeder and Karl Paranya
Sarah Bard Rogers ’78 and Randy Rogers
Jim Russell and Eve Weiss
Christine Russell-Pritchard and Joseph Pritchard
Mary Saliba ’83
Karin M. Sandwall ’53
Jean Scales
Shellie Sclan
Alisa Scott
Alan J. Segan
Carrie and Alex Shaurette
William & Julia Sheriff
Noël Soisson
Rachel Soyk
Olivia Fass Spiewak ’08
Todd Stein ’83
Joy Nathan Stern ’56 and Carl Stern
Julie Stevens ’87
Drs. Lisa and Andrew Sussman
Madisen Matney Tayler ’10
Myron Toltsis
The Torchia Family
Messrs. John Tucker and Carl Mulert
Beatrice Tulchin ’19
Christian Tworzyanski ’03
Rachel Varga ’87
Peeranut Visetsuth
Ursula Alexander Wagh ’88 and Pravin Wagh
Kiwanda Wallace
Patricia Wallendjack and Jeffrey Gamblée
Alice Goldmann Walton ’96
JiaBao Wei ’19
Corinne Weil
Jessica Weiss ’04
Davida Williams ’06
Abbie Wilson and John Fishback
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In Memory of Dalila Hannouche
Dr. Christian Maetzener and Dr. Ruth Maetzener
Elizabeth Schiff

In Memory of Lily Javits
Joan Javits Zeeman

In Memory of Andrew C. McCulloch
Joan McCulloch

In Honor of Belinda Becker-Jacob ’20
Susan Becker and Aaron Jacob

In Honor of David Oliver Brigham ’77
Penelope Brigham ’73 

In Honor of Dr. James Dawson
Anne Ausubel
Jesse H. Ausubel
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Beckwith
Odessa and Bill Bourne
Maja and Nicholas DuBrul
Mimi Klein and Allie Klein
Tricia Lynch Patton ’08 and Ryan Patton
Elise Ingalls Swanton ’72
Jeffrey Stone and Gail Weiss

In Honor of Gabrielle DuBrul ’20
Antonia P. DuBrul

In Honor of Finn Duggan ’20
Charles Duggan and Julia Bator

In Honor of Christian Fadeyi ’20
Drs. Darice and Jason Fadeyi

In Honor of Kimberley Fiterman-Duepner
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Yanowitch

In Honor of Edwin Gerard ’02
Sumner Gerard Foundation

In Honor of Annabel Graham ’20
Christine and Kelsey Graham

In Honor of William Hirt
Anonymous

In Honor of Diane Kenney
Anne Blackman

In Honor of Julia P. Levine ’19
Helen S. Levine

In Honor of Sophia Lillis ’20
Christopher and Juliana Mellevold

In Honor of Devin Lyon ’20
Dawn Mucha and Todd Lyon

In Honor of Mary Stewart Sullivan ’20
Leslie Sullivan

In Honor of Alexander Wolff ’16 and  
Nathaniel Wolff ’13

The Draper Foundation
Michael Wolff and Polly Draper

This Annual Report lists all gifts received between July 1, 2019 and June 30, 2020. 
In compiling our lists of contributors, we have attempted to be as accurate as 
possible. If your name has been omitted or listed incorrectly, please let us know 
and accept our very sincere apologies.

Gifts in Tribute
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TO JOIN THE OVATION SOCIETY, SIMPLY MAKE A GIFT OF ANY 
amount to PCS for at least three (3) fiscal years in a row. Donors 
who have already donated consecutively for three or more 
years are automatically enrolled. To sustain your membership 
and reach new recognition milestones, make a gift every year.

We are pleased to recognize this year’s Ovation Society 
members, based on giving through the end of our most 
recently completed fiscal year, June 30, 2020.

15+ YEARS OF GIVING
Anonymous
Susan Kander and Warren Ashworth
Karen and Gregory Arenson
Anne Ausubel
Jesse H. Ausubel
Barbara Bemelmans ’54
Toni Benjamin ’55 and Edward Benjamin ’54
Donald and Susan Brant
Marvelous Brooks
James Dawson & Shaun Mattivi
DeLaCour Family Foundation
Lee and Bill Dieck
Kimberley Fiterman-Duepner and Gregory Duepner
Ernest and Kay Frank
Caroline Holder and Dirk DeLaCour
Diane and Bill Kenney
Carol and John Lane
John and Victoria Mancuso
Erika Petersen and Eric Rosenthal
Harold S. Spitzer
Denise Jackson Sutherland
Irene Strom White ’64
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Yanowitch

7–14 YEARS OF GIVING
Anonymous
Wendy Wisan Baker ’53 and Sydney Baker
Sena K. Baron
David R. Bixler ’71
W. Scott and Wanda Blanchard
Dylan Brenner ’12
Caplan Family Foundation, Inc.
Kristin and John Clark
Pierce Cravens ’04 and Mary Ellen Cravens Young ’01

Andrew Daly ’07
Mariam Dingilian ’10
Christine Dziegielewski
Mr. and Mrs. Nigel Ferrey
The Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Chelsea File ’11
The Robert J. Fraiman, Jr. & Melanie C. Harris 

Charitable Fund
Patricia Curley Gannon ’58 and Paul Gannon
Sumner Gerard Foundation
The Peter Glenville Foundation
Francine (Amdur ’62) Goldfarb and  

Robert Goldfarb
Chris Haley and David Knapp
Marni and Stuart Hersch
The Rev. Dr. Olivia P. L. Hilton
Sherrie A. Hinkle
Stephanie Hull
Lizbeth Johnson
Lynn Mizzy Jonas ’68
Mimi Klein and Allie Klein
Kelsey Fithian Lamond ’02 and David Lamond
Pat and Ronnie ’55 Lee
Deborah and  

Gilbert H. Levine
Bonnie Trompeter Lowe ’61 and Norm Lowe
JoAnn Mariano 
Joan McCulloch in memory of Andrew C. McCulloch
Yaoyong Meng and  

Jinglin Jin
Joan Milkson ’59
John B. Murray and Elizabeth Heilman  

Brooke Murray 
Ms. Renata Nikolayev
Janet and David Offensend

The Ovation 
Society



The Ovation Society

25  PROFESSIONAL CHILDREN’S SCHOOL ANNUAL REPORT        

Erica Marks Panush and David Panush
Kevin and Jean Rodd
Dr. Robert Mark Savage
Robert S. and Donna R. Shafir
Carrie and Alex Shaurette
Leslie Sullivan
The Tony Randall Theatrical Fund
Vanguard Charitable
Rima Vargas-Vetter ’64 and Paul Ukena
Caswell Weinbren ’05

3–6 YEARS OF GIVING
Anonymous (2)
Dr. Richard & Judy Abraham
Anabel Adams and Scott Craft
American Express 
Kelly and James Annarella
Jennifer Ashe and Oleh Wlasenko
Michele and Tim Barakett
Elana Barry ’82
Anthony W. Battelle ’75
Janice Bayer
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Beckwith
Heidi Elizabeth Bishay ’81
Anne Blackman
Jeffrey Paul Bobrick 
Julie and Christopher Boehning
The Bommer Family
William Brant ’06
Marian Brown and John Glassie
Dr. and Mrs. Cahill
Elizabeth Christenberry
Darrell and Amy Crate ’89
Pierce Cravens ’04
Dr. Daniel Curry & Mrs. Rachel Yanowitch Curry
Ivan Cury ’55 and Barbara Harris
Rachel de la Torre ’12
Mariam Dingilian ’10
The Draper Foundation
Maja and Nicholas DuBrul
Lynne and Darryl Edelstein
Laura Ehrlich ’15
Patti S. Eylar
Fay and Manuel Fernandez
Paul and Robin Foley and Eamon Foley ’11
Phil and Mary Foote
Navah and Robert Frost
Michelle and Alon Frumer
Edwin Gerard ’02
Michael ’04 and Jacyn Gleicher
Arnold and Martha Graf

Caroline Gogolak ’04
Gregory Gropper ’17
Shari Honig
Mya Jones
Judith and Lawrence Kaplan
Corinne Keller and Stuart Fishman
Fred C. and Marion B. Kneip
Jeffrey Kossak
John & Evelyn Kossak Foundation, Inc.
Ali and Greg Landegger
Howard Levy and Sandra Hochman
Agatha Relota Luczo ’99 and Steve Luczo
Stephen and Rebecca Madsen
Susann Malin and Joel Solomon
Michael and Sarah McGhee ’96
Emma and Ed McLoughlin
Carol Hertling Nickell and Frank T. Nickell
Theresa Park and Greg Irikura
Carol Petersen Oakes ’48
Laura Pearle
Angela Perozo
Arlene Tarlow Pierce ’54
Craig & Stefanie Pintoff
Anne and Jim Pugliese
Altagracia Ramos
Maria Buck Retartha and Anthony Retartha
Shaiza Rizavi and Jon Friedland
Anastasia and Kevin Rotheroe
Raushan Sapar
Jean Scales
Erin and Brendan Scanlon
The Schwab Charitable Fund
Shellie Sclan
Alan J. Segan
Tina Shafer
Michael Shih ’89
Sally Shreeves and Norm Champ
Joy Nathan Stern ’56 and Carl Stern
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Sterne
Julie Stevens ’87
Jeffrey Stone and Gail Weiss
Drs. Lisa and Andrew Sussman
Elise Ingalls Swanton ’72
The Torchia Family
Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation
Messrs. John Tucker and Carl Mulert
Hongmei Weng and Yuanxia Zhang
Michael Wolff and Polly Draper
Mr. Bernard and Hon. Diane Yatauro
Mary Ellen Cravens Young ’01 and Chris Young
Joan Javits Zeeman
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For many alumni, families, and friends, PCS has played a 
significant role in their growth and development. If you 
would like to ensure that future students and families 
have the same opportunities, please consider investing 
in the future of PCS with a gift from your estate.

THE PCS ENCORE SOCIETY
In 1994, Betty Ivey Martin inspired the creation of the Encore 
Society, an honorary group formed to recognize those who 
have included a provision for PCS in their estate plans. Bequest 
intentions qualify for membership in this esteemed society. 
If you would like to become a member of the Encore Society 
by making a gift to secure PCS’s future, please contact the 
Office of Institutional Advancement at 212-582-3116 x.115.

ENCORE SOCIETY MEMBERS 
Anonymous
James Dawson and Shaun Mattivi
Heidi Elizabeth Bishay ‘81
Roger Boxill ‘46*
Michael ‘04 and Jacyn Gleicher
James He and Wendy Zang
Aimee Hepting ‘29*
Ellen W. Johnston*
Murray and Terry Kessler
Nancy Malone ‘54*
Betty Ivey Martin*
Hidegarde H. Preston ‘42
Dolores Quinton*
Lavinia Reese*
Frank Streeter*
Henryette Hunt White*

*Deceased

Encore Society
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PCS GRADUATING CLASS OF 2020

Kymora Alleyne
Spencer Daniel Arjang
Sophia Barakett
Belinda Becker-Jacob
Caroline Lily Cahill
Patrice Ann Cahill
Rebecca Casel
Robert Joseph Champ
John Colby Clark
Talia Clark
Elias Coerver
Gabrielle DuBrul
John Duggan
Hannah Eng
Christian Fadeyi
Brandon Khalil Foster-Bagley
Litha Angeliki Foster
Sophia Freed
Kira Ellison Friedland
Oona Gladding
Phoebe Violet Golfinos
Annabel Graham
Bella Gratale
Kathryn Ann Hall

William Homel
Brooks Landegger
Yihang Li
Sophia Lillis
Devin Lyon
Samuel McCarthy
Xin Quan
Rocco Ranalli
Ian Dalton Rotheroe
Ella Rubin
Julian Luca SabellaRosa
Lindsay Sterne
Lena-Marie Alicia Stöger-DeMayo
Mary Stewart Sullivan
Adrian Trachsel
Xiying Peggy Wang
Astrid Westberg
Tiantian Wu
Bangjun Xia
Ge Xu
Qianchun Xu
Mengjun Yao
Tony Siqi Yun
Mu-Ze Zhang

Class of 2020
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COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES AND 
DESTINATIONS 

Adelphi University
American Musical &  

Dramatic Academy
American University (2)
University of Arizona (3)
Arizona State University
University of the Arts, Philadelphia
Bard College (2)
Barnard College (2)
Berklee College of Music (3)
Boston College
Boston Conservatory
Boston University  
Brandeis University
Brown University
Butler University  
California State University, East Bay 
California State University, San Diego  
University of California - Berkeley
University of California -  

Santa Barbara
University of California - Santa Cruz   
University of California - San Diego
Chapman University
City University: Hunter College (3)
Clark University
Cleveland Institute of Music
Coastal Carolina University  
Columbia College Chicago
Connecticut College
University of Denver
Drexel University
Eastman School of Music (4) 
Elon University  
Emerson University   
Eugene Lang College  (2)
Fashion Institute of Technology
Fordham University (7)
George Mason University (2)
Hampton University   
Harvard University
Haverford College
Hofstra University
Indiana University
Johns Hopkins University
The Juilliard School (2)
Loyola Marymount University
Manhattan School of Music (6)

Mannes School of Music (3)
Marymount Manhattan College (5)
McGill University
University of Miami 
Missouri State University
Montclair State University
Morehouse College
Muhlenberg College
New England Conservatory (4)
The New School for Drama (2)
The New School for Jazz & 

Contemporary Music
New York University (3)
North Carolina A & T State University
University of North Carolina  

School of the Arts
Northeastern University  
Northwestern University (2)
Nova Southeastern University
Oberlin Conservatory (3)
University of Oregon
Pace University (4) 
Peabody Institute of Music  
University of Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania State University (2)
Pitzer College
Point Park University (2)
Rice University (Shepherd  

School of Music)
Rochester Institute of Technology
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland
Rutgers University
Samford University
Sarah Lawrence College
Savannah College of Art & Design (2)
Skidmore College 
Smith College
Southern Methodist University (2)
Spelman College
Stanford University
SUNY-Albany
SUNY-Binghamton
SUNY-Brockport
SUNY-Buffalo
SUNY-Fredonia
SUNY-Purchase (2)
Syracuse University
University of Tampa

University of Toronto
Trinity College 
Vassar College (2)
University of Vermont
Wake Forest University (2)
Webster University
Wesleyan University
Western Carolina University
Wheaton College (2)
Wright State University

(List completed as of  
June 2, 2020)
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PCS PRESENTS KICKS OFF
The Alumni Association Council hosted 
the inaugural event for the new digital 
series, PCS Presents. A panel of alumni 
were moderated by Alumni Association 
Council President Victoria Grempel ’12 
as they discussed “Life After PCS” via a 
Zoom webinar. The evening covered how 
a PCS education prepared the group for 
their current careers, which have changed 
since they were young professionals.

This new series promises to engage 
and educate our PCS community 
with more webinars, master classes, 
and interviews. Stay tuned for more 
programming details this fall!

PANELISTS  
CLICK HERE TO READ FULL BIOS

Maddy Brout ’12 - Rock bassist 
turned UCLA law student

Maiko Kitaoka ’12 - American Ballet 
Theater JKO student turned scientist

Min Yeo ’10 - Juilliard Pre-
College violinist turned Harvard-
educated landscape urbanist

Moderated by Victoria Grempel ’12, 
Public Affairs Coordinator for The 
Juilliard School and President of 
the Professional Children’s School 
Alumni Association Council.

Digital Learning 
and Programming

http://api.inresonance.com/blt/?r=4-63726773622-555874-402169725533242&m=4-63726773764-742404-565046983824348
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DIGITAL LEARNING AND CLUBS
From March 30th, PCS students have 
been learning remotely with online 
classes and one-on-one video meetings 
with their teachers and advisors.

While we have been physically away 
from the school building, in addition to 
classes, we continued to hold various 
group meetings including the weekly 
Upper School Community Meeting, 
Middle School advisory meetings, weekly 
Middle School lunches, and even a Middle 
School dance. Our after school clubs — 

the Upper School Student Association, 
Gay-Straight Alliance and our literary arts 
magazine, Against The Current — have 
also continued their meetings online to 
engage in their existing work and plan for 
the future. Summer Academy courses also 
continued digitally. We are encouraged 
that the PCS community has remained 
closely connected with each other during 
the last several weeks of the semester.
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Special Events

CIRCLE LINE BOAT CRUISE
September 5, 2019

We kicked off the 2019-2020 school year with our Circle Line Boat Cruise on 
September 5, 2019. This annual event welcomes the entire PCS community 
of current students, their families, faculty, and staff. Everyone looks forward 
to this event as a chance to catch up or get to know one another in a 
casual setting. It also gives our new students joining us from out of state or 
abroad the opportunity to see New York City from a unique vantage point. 

Many thanks to the PCS Board of Trustees for generously 
underwriting the event. This year, their support made 
it possible for everyone to ride free of charge. 

Special Events
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2020 SPRING GALA
PCS was very disappointed to cancel the 2020 
Spring Gala, scheduled for April 27, 2020 at The 
Edison Ballroom, where we had looked forward to 
celebrating Dr. Dawson’s 25th year as Head of School. 
However, as at all times, the health and safety of the 
PCS community are of the utmost importance to us.

Despite the cancellation, we are grateful to report 
that 100% of Spring Gala ticket purchasers and 
sponsors transferred $234,000 in Gala donations 
into much-needed support for The Dr. James 
Dawson Fund for Financial Aid. These donations 
combined with other gifts in 2019-2020 raised 
a total of $415,000 for the Dawson Fund! This 
generous support is needed now more than ever. 
We particularly extend our heartfelt thanks to the 
Spring Gala’s Honorary Chairs, Vice Chairs, and Host 
Committee, and all of our contributors for generously 
supporting the Fund. Our sincere thanks to all of 
our donors for helping to make the 2020 Spring 
Gala a financial success in spite of its cancellation! 

Thank you to the following supporters who 
generously joined the Spring Gala Host 
Committee. The Host Committee’s chief goal 
was to underwrite the Gala’s direct costs, 
enabling all other ticket sales and contributions 
to directly support our students through The 
Dr. James Dawson Fund for Financial Aid.

2020 SPRING GALA HOST COMMITTEE

Honorary Chairs
Michele and Tim Barakett
Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation

Honorary Vice Chairs
Kristin and John Clark
Darrell and Amy Crate ’89
The Robert J. Fraiman, Jr. &  

Melanie C. Harris Charitable Fund

Host Committee
Bob Avian and Peter Pileski
Melissa Bachochin
Mr. and Mrs. Ritam and Amanda Bhalla
Donald and Susan Brant
Lee and Bill Dieck
Drs. Darice and Jason Fadeyi
First Republic Bank
Kimberley Fiterman-Duepner and Gregory Duepner
Ernest and Kay Frank
Michael ’04 and Jacyn Gleicher
Diane and Bill Kenney
Mimi Klein and Allie Klein
Elizabeth Heilman Brooke Murray and  

John B. Murray
Shaiza Rizavi and Jon Friedland
Susan Gluck Pappajohn ’79 and Greg Pappajohn
Astrid and Cristian SabellaRosa
Sally Shreeves and Norm Champ



“I could think of no better way to 
give back to a community that 
supported me for so many years.”

—V I C T O R I A  G R E M P E L  ’ 1 2
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Development is a collaborative effort and 
our success as an Institution in raising 
monies for both The Fund for Professional 
Children’s School and The Dr. James 
Dawson Fund for Financial Aid can be 
directly connected to our work with the 
Alumni Community. We know very well 
that the participation of our Alumni is 
essential for a plethora of reasons. 

As Professional Children’s School 
continues to serve a talented, fascinating 
and creative group of young people who 
look to the future with both hesitation and 
excitement, more than ever our Alumni 
serve an important role. And, that is why 
it is inspiring to see greater involvement 
on the part of our Community. 

In fact, this year 
alone we have 
increased the 
participation of our 
members by nearly 
15% which surpassed 
my personal goal 
set at the beginning 
of the year. 

More Alumni have come back to visit, 
have attended school events, and 
have given financially to the School 
because they see that we are making 
a difference and they understand 
the importance of our Institution in 
ensuring that our artists, athletes, and 
musicians can bring light and hope into 
this world with their many talents and 
their strong intellect. I personally am 
grateful for their generosity and for their 

Alumni Corner
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willingness to give of their time. I am 
also appreciative of the ongoing work 
of our Alumni Council and it’s President, 
Victoria Grempel. We could not reach 
out goals without their commitment to 
the School. They had great ideas and 
helped the School execute their plans. 

If we’ve learned anything in the last 
several months is that the most valuable 
thing we have in life is time. Giving of 
one’s time is just as important as giving 
financially. One of the goals of our Alumni 
Association is to find more opportunities 
for our more experienced Alumni to share 
their wisdom, their expertise and their 
insight with our younger Alumni and with 
our students. What thrills me the most 
is the fact that there is greater interest 
on behalf of our Community to create 
mechanisms to support our students by 
connecting with them, serving as mentors 
and participating on alumni panels. 

In a tumultuous 
world, our students 
look to our 
previous students 
for guidance and 
reassurance that the 
paths they take will 
be well worth it. 

As our Alumni know, questioning the 
decisions one makes as an actor, a dancer, 
an athlete or a musician is commonplace. 
Role models allow us to see the potential 
and to find ways to accomplish one’s 
goals. In turn, these relationships foster 
meaningful connections to the School. 

We appreciate all that have embraced 
their responsibility to leave an indelible 
mark on the School and on the children 
that pass through our doors. They along 
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with our teachers, our students and our 
staff are the foundation of this School. 
The constant message one hears from our 
Alumni is that we played an important 
role in their lives in the formative years 
and without the flexibility and sense 
of community which we offer, they 
would not have been able to pursue 
their passions and dreams. For many, 
Professional Children’s School has 
served as a springboard to success and 
I remind our Alumni not to forget about 
those experiences that bond them to 
this amazing place. I hope that those 
memories will inspire this Community to 
give financially in the months and years to 
come particularly as the world is changing 
and it is becoming more difficult to cover 
the costs of a private school education. 
We can see that every dollar counts. 

I want to thank Dr. James Dawson, 
Chris Haley, and Noël Soisson for their 
support, collaboration and patience. I look 
forward to what the next year holds. 

 

Respectfully,

Dania Nauholnyk

Professional Children’s 
School Alumni Liaison
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THIS YEAR, I WAS INVITED TO BE THE 
President of the PCS Alumni Association 
Council. When Dania Nauholnyk 
approached me about the role, I 
immediately accepted — I could think 
of no better way to give back to a 
community that supported me for so 
many years. The Alumni Council added 
several new members and met regularly 
to strategize how we could strength 
relationships with our alumni community. 
We successfully completed a phone-
a-thon, which allowed us to enhance 
the accuracy of our database to ensure 
alumni contact information was correct. 
In the fall, our friends in L.A. hosted a 
social gathering in honor of Head of 
School, James Dawson’s 25th year. The 
event was attended by Dr. James Dawson 
along with Dania Nauholnyk and our west 
coast Council members. In December, 
back on the east coast, we hosted our 
annual Alumni Holiday Gathering in the 
Peter Glenville Theatre. The Class of 2009 
came together for an impromptu ten-year 
reunion celebration, along with alumni 
representing five other generations. In 
May, we kicked off a new virtual panel 
series, PCS Presents to stay engaged 
with our community when we couldn’t 
physically be together. I curated and 
moderated the inaugural session, “Life 
After PCS”, which featured three alumni 
who studied the performing arts while in 
school, but pivoted to careers in science, 
law, and architecture upon graduation. 
I’m thrilled to return to the school to 
reconnect with my PCS family and to 
help celebrate our incredible legacy.  

Victoria Grempel ’12  
Alumni Association Council President

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION COUNCIL
The Alumni Association Council 
represents the School’s Alumni 
Association, of which every 
individual who has attended 
PCS is a member. The mission of 
the Alumni Association Council 
is to enhance and advance the 
relationship between the School and 
all of its alumni through meaningful 
engagement, networking, volunteer 
involvement, and philanthropic 
commitment.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION COUNCIL
Justin Abrams ’09
Alexis Cardile ’10
Mary Ellen Cravens ’01
Pierce Cravens ’04
Nilah “Peaches” Davis ’85
Jaime Gleicher ’03
Clementine Goutal ’08
Victoria Grempel ’12, President
Micki Jacobs ’85
Julie Stevens ’87
Madisen Taylor ’10
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DENISE JACKSON SUTHERLAND ’69 WAS 
named Honorary Lifetime Trustee by the 
PCS Board of Trustees in recognition of 
her many years of service to the school. 

Denise describes herself as a “proud PCS 
Alum, class of 1969.” Denise attended 
PCS for high school while studying for 
a career in ballet. Upon graduation, she 
joined the Joffrey Ballet and enjoyed a 
17-year career as a principal dancer. 

Denise joined the PCS Board of Trustees 
as an Alumna Trustee in 1987. In 1997 she 
became the Chairman of the Board and 
served in that capacity for 10 years. Her 
tenure was marked by the $13.6-million 
renovation and expansion project which 
created the 2-story auditorium and a 
gymnasium on a then-new 8th floor. 
Denise retired from the Board in 2014.

Denise Jackson 
Sutherland
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THE BOB AVIAN SCHOLARSHIP (ESTABLISHED 
IN 1997)
Sir Cameron Mackintosh established this 
endowed scholarship fund to honor his friend and 
colleague, producer/choreographer Bob Avian. 
The scholarship is awarded to a PCS student with 
an interest in the field of dance and is based on 
academic and artistic merit. 

CENTENNIAL FUND FOR THE FUTURE 
(ESTABLISHED IN 2012)
The Centennial Fund for the Future was created by 
the PCS Board of Trustees to raise funds toward 
paying off the School’s IDA Bond.
 
THE DANI BRENNER ‘96 DARE TO DREAM FUND 
(ESTABLISHED IN 2010)
The Dani Brenner Award, supported principally 
through the generosity of the Brenner family, is 
given annually in memory of PCS student Dani 
Brenner (1978-1995) to a member of the junior class 
for excellence in creative and expository writing.  

THE GLADYS BROOKS FOUNDATION 
ENDOWMENT GRANT FOR THE LIBRARY 
(ESTABLISHED IN 1997)
This endowed fund supports the technological 
components of the PCS Library, allowing students 
access to the wide range of modern research 
resources. 
 
THE DR. JAMES DAWSON FUND FOR 
FINANCIAL AID (ESTABLISHED IN 2014)
The Dr. James Dawson Fund for Financial Aid was 
created in honor and recognition of Dr. Dawson’s 
twentieth anniversary as Head of School. The 
Fund’s original purpose was to provide financial 
aid to students from the Broadway community 
who, without additional support, would be unable 
to afford a PCS education. The Fund was later 
broadened to support any PCS student in need of 
financial assistance in order to attend PCS.
 

THE EDWARD E. FORD FOUNDATION YOUNG 
DREAMERS FUND (ESTABLISHED IN 2008) AND 
THE EDWARD E. FORD FOUNDATION ENDOWED 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND (ESTABLISHED 1973, 
ADDITIONAL GRANT IN 1990)
These endowed funds provide tuition assistance for 
outstanding students in good standing with financial 
need. 

FACULTY SALARY ENDOWMENT (ESTABLISHED 
WITH AN EDWARD E. FORD FOUNDATION GRANT 
IN 1981)
This endowed fund supplements faculty salaries, 
helping to keep them competitive with other 
independent schools. It allows the school to keep 
tuition at a reasonable rate while continuing to 
maintain an excellent professional staff. 

FACULTY ENRICHMENT FUND (ESTABLISHED WITH 
AN EDWARD E. FORD FOUNDATION GRANT IN 
1987)
This fund provides grants for faculty members to 
attend special workshops, seminars, and embark on 
special projects of their own design in order to further 
professional and personal growth. 

FACULTY-STAFF TRAVEL GRANT FUND 
(ESTABLISHED IN 2001)
Two grants annually are awarded to members of 
the full-time faculty and/or staff who have been 
continuously employed at PCS for a minimum of four 
years. Grants can be used for any purpose involving 
travel within the United States and/or international 
destinations. The grant program is designed to support 
travel to fulfill a personal or professional goal, and 
recipients are selected at the discretion of the Head of 
School. 

Peter Glenville Theatre Fund (established in 2003)
Established by a generous grant by the Peter Glenville 
Foundation, this fund provides ongoing operating 
support for PCS’s Peter Glenville Theatre.

Named and 
Restricted Funds
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THE JACKSON FAMILY FUND FOR STUDENT 
SUPPORT (ESTABLISHED IN 2006)
This fund was created by PCS alumna and past 
Chairman Denise Jackson Sutherland ‘69, in 
memory of her parents Audrey Keppel Jackson ’39 
and John Henry Jackson ‘35.  The fund supports 
student needs not covered by tuition assistance. 
Income from the fund provides for the purchase 
of books, transportation to and from school, 
eyeglasses, class trips, and other expenses beyond 
the reach of students with financial need. 

THE CAROL KLEBAN FINANCIAL AID FUND 
(ESTABLISHED IN 2013)
This fund was initially created in 2013 in honor 
of Carol Kleban’s retirement from her position 
as Associate Head of School. Upon Ms. Kleban’s 
untimely passing in June 2015, the Fund was 
rededicated to commemorate her life and career 
in recognition of her more than three decades of 
service to the PCS community.
 
THE NANCY MALONE ‘54 SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
(ESTABLISHED IN 2013)
Established by alumna Nancy Malone to provide 
scholarship support to PCS students working in the 
dramatic arts.

THE ROBERT J. MARIANO ‘61 MEMORIAL FUND 
(ESTABLISHED IN 2003)
Robert Mariano was the director of the first “All of 
Us” musical in 1960, with fellow students Marvin 
Hamlisch, Leslie Uggams, Christopher and Glen 
Walken and Lorin Hollander.  The show evolved 
over the years into the annual Spring Benefit. In 
2003, his many classmates and friends established 
this memorial fund to help support the building and 
operation of the Peter Glenville Theatre at PCS. 

THE READER’S DIGEST-DEWITT WALLACE 
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS (ESTABLISHED IN 
1992)
This fund provides tuition assistance for students 
with financial need.
 

THE LAVINIA REESE FUND (ESTABLISHED IN 
2009)
An endowed fund providing need-based tuition 
assistance for PCS’s African-American students was 
established with a bequest in December 2009 from 
Lavinia Reese. Ms. Reese was an employee of the 
School for more than 34 years until her retirement 
as business manager in November 2005. 

THE SAPAR CONTEMPORARY ART 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND (ESTABLISHED IN 2015)
The SAPAR Contemporary Art Scholarship was 
established to provide tuition support to a talented 
visual art student(s) who could not otherwise 
afford a PCS education.
 
SECOND CENTURY STEM INITIATIVE FUND 
(ESTABLISHED IN 2014)
The Second Century STEM Initiative Fund 
was created to strengthen and deepen PCS’s 
academic offerings in the areas of science, math, 
and technology in ways that benefit all students 
regardless of their possible careers.

THE VIRGINIA B. TOULMIN SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
(ESTABLISHED IN 2016)
The Virginia B. Toulmin Scholarship Fund was 
established through the generosity of the 
Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation to create the 
Toulmin Scholars Program, which provides annual 
financial aid awards to two female students in the 
performing arts, who otherwise would be unable to 
afford a PCS education.

We are grateful to the many alumni, friends, 
parents, faculty and staff who have made gifts to 
support our community over the years. Additional 
gifts to any of these funds are especially welcomed 
as we work to advance the mission of PCS.  If you 
would like to explore creation of a new named fund, 
the Office of Institutional Advancement would be 
delighted to work with you.



Faculty, Staff, and Administrators

42  PROFESSIONAL CHILDREN’S SCHOOL ANNUAL REPORT        

Will Acevedo, Plant Manager
Evelyn Alexander*, Science Teacher
Ernestine Byer-Tyre, Biology and Chemistry Teacher
Kevin Casey, Physical Education Teacher
Maureen Darcy, World Languages
James Dawson, Head of School
Christine Dziegielewski, Receptionist
Loryn Evanoff, Head of Upper School
Sean Fedeli, Middle School Social Studies Teacher
Luz Fernandez, Custodian 
Ericka Fur+, Learning Specialist
Rebecca Bataller Fuster^, Spanish Teacher
Ruben González-Jiménez*, Spanish Teacher
Chris Haley, Director of Institutional Advancement
Catherine Henry, Social Studies and History Teacher
William F. Hirt, History Teacher and  

College Advisor
Caroline Holder, Art Teacher
Shari Honig, Director of Admissions
Laura Inman, Music Teacher
Rocio Izurieta, Custodian
Lizbeth Johnson, Director of Technology
Paul Q. Kane, Director of Finance
Nicholas Kurian, Math and History Teacher
Jeffrey Laguzza, English and Social Studies Teacher
Brigid Le Minez#, French Teacher
Raquel Martinez, Director of Human Resources & 

Controller
AJ McGuire, Technology Integration  

Support Specialist
Sarah Murphy, Librarian and Middle School English
Dania Nauholnyk, Head of Middle School &  

Alumni Liaison
Renata Nikolayev, ESL
Thomas Orefice, English Teacher
Ayana Peña, Assistant to the Associate Head & 

Head of Upper School
Angela Perozo, Accounts Payable Coordinator  

and Registrar 
Erika Petersen, History Teacher
Guthrie Porter, Math Teacher
Kevin Rodd, Science Teacher
Antonio Rodriguez, Security
Vincent Sagona, Drama Teacher, Director of the 

Fine Arts Department
Robert Mark Savage, History Teacher

Jean J. Scales, Admissions & Business  
Office Coordinator

Jodie Schaeffer^, Math Teacher
Shellie Sclan, English Teacher
Meghan Shann, Learning Specialist
Alex Shaurette, Associate Head of School
Noël Soisson, Institutional Advancement Associate
Rachel Soyk#, Math Teacher
Myron Toltsis, Technology Coordinator
Camille Tucker^, Science Teacher
John Tucker, Director of Public Relations
Ashley Worthey#, Middle School Assistant

#Joined PCS in the 2019-2020 academic year, 
*Departed or retired at end of the 2019-2020 
school year, +Permanent Substitute Teacher, ^New 
starting in the 2020-2021 academic year, 

Faculty, Staff, and 
Administrators
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HONORARY LIFETIME TRUSTEES
Charlotte M. Ford
Ernest H. Frank
Peter P. Nitze
Denise Jackson Sutherland*
 
2019-2020 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Melanie Harris*, Chair
Kristin Kennedy Clark, Vice Chair
Stephanie J. Hull, Treasurer
Diane Kenney, Secretary
Michele Barakett
Amanda Bhalla
Donald B. Brant, Jr.
Amy Crate*
Pierce Cravens*++
James Dawson, Head of School
Lee Dieck
Darice Fadeyi++
Silas Farley*
Michael Gleicher*
John B. Murray
Erica Marks Panush
Susan Gluck Pappajohn*
Raushan Sapar
Erin Scanlon+
William Villafranco

INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT 
COMMITTEE
Amy Crate*, Incoming Chair (2020-21)
Michael Gleicher*, Co-Chair (2019-20)
Erica Marks Panush, Co-Chair (2019-20)
Pierce Cravens*++
James Dawson
Darice Fadeyi++
Melanie Harris*
Susan Gluck Pappajohn*
Raushan Sapar++

*Alumni
+Board Term Began in December 

2019
++Board Term Ended in May 2020

2019-2020 ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM
James Dawson, Head of School
Alex Shaurette, Associate Head  

of School
Loryn Evanoff, Head of Upper School
Dania Nauholnyk, Head of Middle 

School & Alumni Liaison 
Shari Honig, Director of Admissions
Paul Q. Kane, Director of Finance
Chris Haley, Director of  

Institutional Advancement
Lizbeth Johnson,  

Director of Technology
John Tucker, Director of  

Public Relations
 
OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL 
ADVANCEMENT
Chris Haley, Director
Noël Soisson, Associate
Dania Nauholnyk, Head of Middle 

School & Alumni Liaison

CONTRIBUTORS
James Dawson
Victoria Grempel
Chris Haley
Melanie Harris
William Hirt
Dania Nauholnyk
Jean Scales
Noël Soisson
John Tucker

DESIGN 
Darrel Frost

PHOTOGRAPHS
Victoria Grempel
Chris Haley
Melanie Harris
Dania Nauholnyk
Renata Nikolayev 
Matthew Septimus
Noël Soisson
Denise Jackson Sutherland
John Tucker

PROFESSIONAL CHILDREN’S 
SCHOOL
132 West 60th Street
New York, NY 10023
212-582-3116
pcs-nyc.org  

Professional Children’s School is 
committed to using the world’s 
resources wisely – now and into 
the future. We are making use of 
electronic communications for 
invitations, newsletters, and reports, 
and would like to make this our 
primary means of communication 
with our alumni and friends. If you 
would prefer to receive information 
from PCS via the Internet rather than 
the US Postal Service, please send 
your email address to advancement@
pcs-nyc.org or call 212-582-3116, ext. 
118. Thank you for your support.

      facebook.com/PCSNYC

     @PCSNYC

     @professionalchildrensschool



Pandemics are new to us, but 
supporting students through 
logistical hurdles is in our 
DNA. We have built a school 
community that knows how to 
lean on and learn from each other, 
even at a distance. We’ve done 
this for more than a century and 
— with your help — we’ll continue. 

pcs-nyc.org

http://pcs-nyc.org
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