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This is one of the largest editions of Alumni News we have ever done. You might see the
note "message clipped" at the bottom - make sure to click to read the full edition!

 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Join us at the PCS Spring Gala on April 24!
We are “coming home” to PCS to celebrate our vibrant
community with a social evening of delightful food and drink, a
silent auction, the presentation of the PCS Alumni Legacy
Award, and an incredible student performance.
 
Monday, April 24, 2023
At Professional Children’s School
 
*A limited number of Young Alumni tickets are available for
Alumni 35 years of age and under.

Learn more about the Spring Gala! Purchase your Gala Tickets!

 

PCS LEGACY AWARD

Join us in congratulating this year's recipients of the PCS Legacy Award!
The Legacy Award recognizes distinguished members of our alumni community who have

displayed outstanding professional contributions in the performing and visual arts, competitive
athletics, academia, and other endeavors.

BARRETT DOSS '07 THOMAS NICKELL '16 TERRENCE WILSON '94

Click here to read their full bios!

 

ALUMNI NEWS

It is our pleasure to share Alumni News in this quarterly newsletter, however we are pleased to
now introduce the Alumni News page of our website! For more alumni news, click here.

Mira Nadon Cecelia Iliesiu Steven Melendez

Litha Foster ‘20 started a small business called KandiNArt, featuring wearable pieces and
art prints. Litha opened a worldwide e-shop for her products. Check it out here!
 
Sophia Lillis '20 is starring in Dungeons and Dragons: Honor Among Thieves which will be
released in theaters on March 31, 2023.
 
Mira Nadon ‘18 was recently promoted to Principal Dancer at New York City Ballet, making
her the first Asian American female Principal in the company’s history. See the NY Times
article here. 
 
Gianna Reisen ‘17 is New York City Ballet’s youngest choreographer and was recently
featured in a Gothamist article about her collaboration piece with Solange Knowles. 
 
Alex Wolff ‘16 joins the cast of the upcoming film A Quiet Place: Day One, opposite Lupita
Nyong’o and Joseph Quinn. As noted in this article from Deadline, this is the third film from
the A Quiet Place franchise.
 
Samia Finnerty ‘15 recently released her new album Honey. Check it out on Spotify! 
 
Isabella LaFreniere ‘14 was recently promoted to Principal Dancer at New York City Ballet.
Read the NY Times article here!
 
Rebecca Minsley '13 is a second year PhD student studying astrophysics at The Steward
Observatory at the University of Arizona. Rebecca is part of The PHANGS (Physics at High
Angular resolution in Nearby Galaxies) collaboration that is looking at new observations
from the JWST space telescope. This year she is on two science journal papers that look at
stellar clusters. These papers have either been published or submitted to the Monthly
Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society. 
 
Nat Wolff ‘13 is starring in The Consultant, currently streaming on Prime Video. Check out
this interview with NBC New York.
 
Rebecca Greenberg ‘12 was recently promoted to Breaking News Reporter for Spectrum
News NY1. You can spot her live on NY1 every weekday at 6 pm and 10 pm!
 
Rachel de la Torre '12 recently started a position as Director of Sports Nutrition at
Columbia University. Rachel oversees nutrition and fueling for 31 athletic teams, and
provides individual and team nutrition support and education to over 800 athletes. Learn
more here!
 
Darius Davie '10 is opening a new location of his business GROOM GUY at the PGA
National Spa in Palm Beach Gardens, Florida. Darius partnered with Venus Williams and
her interior design company VSTARR to build this new space. Check out the video below!
 
Cecilia Iliesiu ‘09 was promoted to Principal dancer with the Pacific Northwest Ballet in
September 2022 by Artistic Director and PCS alumni Peter Boal. Most recent performance
highlights have been dancing in Jean-Christophe Mailotts's Romeo + Juliette (Lady
Capulet), Alonzo King's Personal Element, Ulysses Dove's Dancing on the Front Porch of
Heaven, and Alexei Ratmasky's premiere Wartime Elegy, among others. In summer 2022,
PNB toured at Lincoln Center in NYC and Dorothy Chandler Pavilion in LA. In January
2023, Cecilia traveled to Accra, Ghana, to lead a Ballet Teacher Workshop, offering 28hrs of
intensive classes, activities, and discussions. She first ran this Workshop in Lagos, Nigeria,
in February 2022. During the COVID pandemic, Cecilia began the Global Ballet Teachers
initiative to offer online classes, live discussion, and classes in Nigeria which quickly grew to
reach teachers around the world - currently 400 teachers from 48 countries. Learn more:
BalletTeachers.org 
 
Tiler Peck ‘06 was interviewed by The Indiependent ahead of her London debut at Sadler’s
Wells this March. Tiler shared her thoughts about ballet, her inspirations, and advice for
young dancers. 
 
Steven Melendez ‘05 is the Artistic Director of New York Theatre Ballet in Manhattan. Join
NYTB for a screening of the new award-winning documentary film, Lift, on March 23rd.
RSVP or learn more here!

 

Alexandra Daddario Amanda Weingarten Rachel Antonoff's Pasta Puffer

Alexandra Daddario ‘04 was the February Cover Story for the Self-Love issue of InStyle.
Alexandra shared her thoughts about life, career, and success and was featured in an
incredible photoshoot.
 
Jason Fuchs ‘04 has been named the Co-Show Runner for Welcome to Derry, the IT
prequel series at HBO Max alongside fellow PCS alum Brad Caleb Kane ‘91. 
 
Amanda Weingarten ‘04 became an Assistant United States Attorney for the Southern
District of New York in the Criminal Division in May 2022. 
 
Elysia Salgado (née Lichtine) ‘03 was married to Philip Salgado on December 17. We
extend our congratulations to the happy couple!
 
Jack Antonoff ‘02 won the Grammy Award for Producer of the Year (Non-Classical) for the
second consecutive year.
 
Jessie Baylin ‘02 released a new album titled “Jersey Girl” back in September. Jessie said
that it has been a wonderful ride getting back out on the road and sharing her new material.
Around the release Jessie played on James Cordon Late Late Show as well as the Kelly
Clarkson show. She had a big feature in Spin Magazine as well as other major publications
(People, Rolling Stone, etc). 
 
Jena Malone ‘02 is starring in two new thriller films. Both Swallowed and Consecration
were released in February 2023. 
 
Christy Carlson Romano ‘02 is getting nostalgic with new podcast company PodCo.,
which she founded with her husband. Specifically, Christy is revisiting her successful Disney
series Even Stevens in the new podcast “Even More Stevens”. Learn more here!
 
Anthony Roth Costanzo ‘00 is reprising the title role of Akhnaten at the English National
Opera in London through early April. 
 
Rachel Antonoff ‘99 is making her mark with her Pasta Puffer coat, dubbed the ‘It’ coat of
the season. Read the NY Times article here!

 

Click above to watch Jessie Baylin's music video for her song "That's The Way"

Laura Bell Bundy ‘99 is returning to the Broadway stage in The Cottage alongside Lilli
Cooper and Eric McCormack, directed by Jason Alexander. Learn more here.
 
Marisa Paull Gorst ‘98 is currently in her second year on tour with CATS The Musical as a
Dance Swing and Assistant Stage Manager, covering the onstage tracks for VICTORIA and
TANTOMILE and, offstage, running the stage management deck track, and occasionally
calling the show. Marisa travels with her husband, Jonathan Gorst, who is the Music
Director of the show. While on tour they relocated their homebase to the NYC area where
they will be headed when their contract ends in June. Marisa welcomes alumni to connect
to her along the tour route and in the city as well! Look Marisa up on social media (Insta:
marisapaullgorst FB: Marisa Paull Gorst) or email her at marisapaull@gmail.com. 
 
Laura Prepon ‘98 revives her role of Donna in the new Netflix show That 90’s Show. 
 
Carrie Lee Riggins '98 is thrilled to share her leap into the dental arts following years of
performing at Lincoln Center. During the pandemic she was trained by her father Dr.
Edward Riggins in Poughkeepsie, NY. Recently she has joined a state of the art office with
cutting edge technology at the prestigious New York Dental Partners on 945 Lexington Ave
(69th street). Carrie Lee is working along side Dr. Feldman and Dr. Mondello using the Itero
3D scanner and assisting in stage worthy cosmetic dentistry and restorations. She is thrilled
to be new member of this talented team. 
 
Christina Ricci ‘97 returns to her role of Misty in season two of Yellowjackets on Showtime.
Season 2 premieres March 24 on Showtime on demand, and on Sunday, March 26, at 9
p.m. EST on Showtime.  
 
Laura Napoli ‘97 has found a cool application of her acting abilities as a simulation expert
for students in medical professions and for corporate training, such as HR and sales. She is
also now an activist and organizer, last worked for the Human Rights Campaign and
Contest Every Race. And her screenplay "A Jersey Christmas Movie" that she co-wrote with
her romantic partner, Brian, just won the Emerging Screenwriter Family/Holiday Competition
and has had Semi-Finalist and Quarter-Finalist placement in a number of other
competitions.
 
David Krumholtz ‘96 will play his final performance in Tom Stoppard’s Broadway
production of Leopoldstadt on March 12. Click here to see the Playbill article about how
“theatre is staring antisemitism straight in the face”. 
 
Brad Caleb Kane ‘91 has been named the Co-Show Runner for Welcome to Derry, the IT
prequel series at HBO Max alongside fellow PCS alum Jason Fuchs ‘04. 
 
Jerry O’Connell ‘91 appears in the new film The Donor Party. 

David Krumholtz (Leopoldstadt) (From left to right) David Hamilton, Nilah
Peaches Davis, Todd Stein, Trini Alvarado

David Oei

Malcolm-Jamal Warner ‘88 is currently starring in Accused on Fox.
 
Jane Krakowski ‘87 is set to appear again in the second season of Schmigadoon! on
Apple TV+. 
 
Sarah Jessica Parker ‘83 is currently filming the second season of And Just Like That on
HBO Max. 
 
Todd “TJ” Stein ‘83 is running for District Leader AD76, Part A of the Upper East Side in
New York. View his campaign website here. Todd was joined by several PCS alumni at his
last fundraising event, with alumni Nila Peaches Davis ‘85, Trini Alvarado ‘85, and David
Hamilton ‘81 serving on his Host Committee. 
 
Tony Battelle ‘75 moved to Seattle with his wife, Kelly, during the Pandemic. He retired
from his day job on his birthday in January 2022. They live in Normandy Park, Washington,
in their forever home! Tony started a new collectible Youtube channel, specializing in 1966
Batman. Subscribe to his channel, and if you are ever in the Seattle area, look him up! Tony
is always happy to meet old and new PCS students and alumni.
 
David Oei ‘69 recently released a CD of Steven Christopher Sacco’s Parables and
Meditations, a concerto for solo piano and fixed media. Read a review of it here! David has
been presenting a monthly chamber music series in NYC since 2015, with the next one
scheduled for March 26 at St. John’s in the Village. David has been a member of the Alaria
Chamber Ensemble since 2009 and they present a bi-annual series at the Weill Recital Hall.
The next concert will be on Sunday, April 2nd, at 2pm. This summer David will record
Sacco's Three Suites for Piano Solo on The Hill Studio label, likely distributing through
Bandcamp again. David’s full bio is available here.
 
Barry Pearl ‘69 is co-directing a production of Footloose at Simi Valley Cultural Arts Center
in California. Click here to see the press release. Barry has been producing, directing, and
performing for decades and also has a love of teaching. Check out his website!
 
Nancy Foy ’68, a resident of Los Angeles since 1979, recently celebrated 42 years in the
entertainment industry as a casting director for film and television. Nancy continues to cast
motion pictures for US based filmmakers as well for international clients in the UK, France,
Germany, Greece and eastern Europe. Recent credits include Franka Potente’s Home; Max
Erlenwein’s Dive;  Miriam Arens’ Heartworm: Renny Harlin’s The Bricklayer; Scott Dale’s
Subservience; and Tim Fehlbaum’s September 5. Best of all is her annual gig at the
Hollywood Bowl. As a theater attendant/usher, sporting a crisp white shirt and a black tie,
Nancy takes patrons to their seats while enjoying the opportunity to hear an amazing variety
of music on warm summer nights under a canopy of stars.
 
Lynn Mizzy Jonas ‘68 and her husband Phil moved to Los Angeles 2 years ago to be
closer to her kids and grand-kids. She has semi-retired from her 40+ years as a Vocational
Counselor and Vocational Expert in the court system. Although Lynn misses her friends and
NYC, she said you can't beat the weather and scenery in SOCAL. "Never thought I'd wind
up out here, but so glad I did." Lynn likes to meet up with her classmate, Nancy Foy, who
has been a good pal through the decades, for lunch in a mutually convenient place that
doesn't take too long to get to, given the well-known LA traffic

Book Cover (Stephanie Cowell) Josh White, Jr. Rita Moreno (80 for Brady)

Edmund Gaynes ‘64 is a former actor (six Broadway shows, over 100 TV shows), who has
been producing theatre in New York and throughout the country for the last 35 years. He is
currently producing Cowboy, the new Off-Broadway hit, at Actors Temple Theatre, which he
also owns. Edmund recently produced Two Jews Talking with Hal Linden and Trial on the
Potomac with Rich Little, among over 40 other productions Off-Broadway, as well as Black
Angels Over Tuskegee, which had a ten year run in New York through 2020. He was
honored with a Legend of Off-Broadway Award, along with Terence McNally, by the Off-
Broadway Alliance at Sardi's in 2014.
 
Stephanie Cowell ‘61 is publishing her sixth novel, The Boy in the Rain, on June 1st. The
novel is a love story following two men in 1903, a shy young artist and a rising socialist
speaker, as they struggle to build a life together against personal obstacles and the dangers
of prosecution and prison for their relationship. Stephanie is an American Book Award
Recipient, and her novels have been translated into nine languages and made into an
opera. Learn more about Stephanie and what people are saying about her upcoming novel
here. 
 
Christopher Walken ‘61 will appear as Emperor Shaddam IV in the upcoming film Dune:
Part Two, set for release in November 2023.
 
Josh White, Jr. ‘60 recently accepted the International Lifetime Achievement Award from
the Folk Alliance International on behalf of his father Josh White. After accepting the award,
he performed “One Meat Ball”, his father’s 1944 recording that was the first million-dollar
selling record by a black man.
 
Joy Nathan Stern ‘56 is happy to report that she is still getting booked! Joy is currently
appearing as the on-camera principal in a commercial which is airing frequently on several
cable stations in the DC /MD area. She also continues to role play as fact & expert
witnesses for mock trials and depositions, and most recently portrayed 2 witnesses for a
Labor Dept case. A lot of auditions are self taped these days - and the law cases have often
been virtual- so Joy has become quite tech savvy! Joy reports that she, her husband Carl
Stern, and all their family are well, and their grandson is thriving as a Vanderbilt freshman.
Joy cherishes the 12 years she spent at PCS and her everlasting close friendships from
those magical days.

Rita Moreno ‘50 stars in the film 80 for Brady alongside Jane Fonda, Sally Field, and Lily
Tomlin. 

Do you have news to share with the Alumni community? Click here!

 

IN MEMORIAM

Stephanie Shafir '12 passed away on February 26, 2023 after a
lifelong battle with Cystic Fibrosis. Stephanie was a force of kindness,
compassion, and creativity. She was a gifted actress and had a
beautiful heart and vision for life. 
 

Click here to read more about Stephanie's life. 

Barbara Siman Strouse '51 passed away on February 16, 2023.
Barbara was a revered dancer, choreographer, and performer with an
incredible career. Click here to learn more about Barbara's legacy.
 

Do you have a 1951 PCS Yearbook? Barbara's son, PCS alum
Nicholas '87, is looking for a copy so they can scan some photos of
Barbara. If you can help, email Nicholas at notifynick@gmail.com. 

 

A SPECIAL NOTE FROM STEPHANIE COWELL '61

My senior and only year at PCS in 1960-1961 was one of the loveliest of my life from the
moment I entered the small building at West 61st Street. At the time, I was both a young writer,
publishing in literary magazines and Seventeen, and a soprano singing with guitar. My world
had always centered around the arts, and this school was the first where I felt I belonged.
Almost everybody practiced piano or violin five hours a day or ran off to ballet class or had a
role on Broadway.  Suddenly I was singing with the pianist Lorin Hollander; suddenly I was the
photographer for the annual school show. Its music was by Marvin Hamlisch with the villain
danced and sung by blond Ronnie Walken, who later became Christopher Walken, and at
seventeen was simply too gorgeous for words. Students hung out in the small cafeteria or first
floor student lounge where the older ones smoked (considered normal back then).  Marion
Anderson and Robert Preston came to speak to us. One year of pure happiness for me, of
finding soulmates. What a gift to be at PCS for a shy girl whose world was the arts!
 
Stephanie Cowell (née Amy Mathieu, class of 1961)

 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS
Become an Alumni Ambassador!
Do you want to become more involved in alumni affairs at PCS? Would you like to
connect to your former classmates or share special information about upcoming
events? If you are interested in becoming an Alumni Ambassador, please email us at
alumni@pcs-nyc.org. Ambassadors will be empowered to participate in various
outreach and event opportunities throughout the year. 
 
Planning a visit to PCS?
We love when you visit the school! The building is open for visitors, however you are
strongly encouraged to make appointments prior to your visit. Please email
alumni@pcs-nyc.org to make an appointment. PCS cannot guarantee that someone
will be available to give you a tour if you come in on a walk-in basis.

Donate to the Alumni Financial Aid Fund!
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