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In reflecting on this past year, and the several 
years prior, we are most proud of how the 
Professional Children’s School community has 
thrived in challenging times. Now, as we enter 
a period of renewed commitment and energy, 
it is clear that this community of students, 
parents, alumni, trustees, faculty, staff, and 
supporters is uniquely special. It is with most 
humble and profound gratitude that the Office 
of Institutional Advancement thanks our 
hundreds of supporters for your continued 
faith in Professional Children’s School. 

The 2022-2023 school year was a celebration 
of the authentic, unique people that comprise 
the PCS community. This year, we came 
together in many ways to honor the impact 
and importance of a PCS education. The 2022-
2023 Annual Report on Giving acknowledges 
the meaningful support we have received 
from contributors near and far. We often say 
that PCS feels like home, and we hope this 
document conveys to you the comfort, hope, 
and warmth this year has brought to our school. 

The theme of this year’s Annual Report is 
“coming home”. This phrase may be familiar to 
those of you who were able to participate in 
the Spring Gala, however these words carry an 
ever deeper meaning for PCS. With reaffirmed 
hope and promise, we returned to PCS in 
September 2022 with high spirits and a strong 
sense of togetherness. This became the thread 
that was sewn throughout the school this year, 
strengthening our community and our resolve as 
we look toward our 110th anniversary in 2024.

In September 2022, we welcomed PCS families 
and students to the Annual Circle Line Boat 
Cruise. This most cherished event kicked off 
the school year with a joyous celebration 
on the Hudson. We are especially grateful 
to our Board of Trustees for sponsoring 

this event, ensuring that all PCS families, 
faculty, and staff could attend at no cost.

In October 2022, we welcomed many 
of our most committed supporters to 
a reception honoring their continued 
investment in PCS. The evening included 
a splendid cocktail reception and passed 
hors d’oeuvres, meaningful words of 
support for PCS, and a wonderful student 
performance. We look forward to hosting 
more of these events in the future.

In November 2022, the entire PCS 
community came together for the 5th 
Annual Day of Giving. With the record-
breaking support of 195 donors, we raised 
over $207,000 for the Fund for Professional 
Children’s School. Additionally, many of 
our students participated in giving back 
to our NYC community by making almost 
600 sandwiches for Bowery Mission. 

In January 2023, we held the first ever “PCS 
Hoops”, a friendly basketball game for PCS 
alumni. We welcomed former students from 
multiple generations back for a joyful game 
in our gym, with sandwiches, snacks, and 
PCS swag available. It is always a pleasure 
to have alumni in our building and we look 
forward to more alumni events to come.

In April 2023, we “came home” to PCS for 
a Spring Gala celebration at 132 West 60th 
Street. With 131 guests in attendance, we 
raised over $178,000 for the PCS Financial 
Aid Fund. The evening included an exquisite 
cocktail reception with passed hors d’oeuvres, 
a stunning student art gallery featuring 
a range of artwork, an impressive silent 
auction with 11 items, and a memorable 
student performance. The Legacy Award for 
distinguished alumni was given to Barrett Doss 

FROM THE OFFICE OF 
INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT
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’07, Thomas Nickell ’16, and Terrence Wilson ’94. 
It was a most special evening, made all the more 
meaningful because we were in our own building.

In June 2023, we launched a new campaign 
called the PCS Alumni Giveback. Through this 
campaign, our alumni contributed over $12,000 to 
support the Alumni Financial Aid Fund. It means 
so much to us when our alumni show support 
for the rising generations of PCS students.

Lastly, as the 2022-2023 year came to a close, 
we said goodbye to Chris Haley, Director of 
Institutional Advancement, after 10 years 
of service to Professional Children’s School. 
Chris’s commitment to PCS was always 
evident in his meticulous, creative approach 
to fundraising. In his time with us, he raised 
millions of dollars, initiated our annual Day 
of Giving, and redesigned the scope of our 
special events. We are most grateful to Chris 
for his decade of support, and we wish him 
the best of luck in his next adventure.

Together, we raised $2.1 million for Professional 
Children’s School between July 1, 2022, and 
June 30, 2023. We are immensely grateful 
to the incredible community of supporters 
for honoring the PCS mission. We hope you 
enjoy this year’s Annual Report on Giving.

Chris Haley
Director, Institutional Advancement

Meghan Blakeman
Assistant Director, Institutional Advancement
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FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL
DR. JAMES DAWSON 

Home.
 
The word alone conveys so much to each of us: 
about a safe place, a place tied to a safe harbor 
that allows us to leave any and all of the external 
and global raging storms behind us, a place to 
relax, to renew, to refresh, to recharge, and then 
to return – re-energized and amped up  - so as to 
go back to the day to day challenges that drive 
us forward and to do so with a renewed sense of 
purpose.
 
More than just a safe harbor, however, I have 
long realized that home is not just a place but 
a space in the heart and it is that space that 
binds us together, often to a physical entity 
that enshrines our common values, that has 
been a source of affirmation and promise, that 
provides us a context of hope and that reminds 
us, each and every day, of the vast array of 
endless possibilities that time, and history, and a 
plethora of different people bound together by a 
set of common ideals create and sustain. Home 

for so many of us is found at 132 West 60th 
Street; home for so many of us is manifested at 
Professional Children’s School.
 
We have faced a grueling few years, impacted 
by the COVID pandemic and the concomitant 
impact it has had on the arts and arts-related 
training institutions, along with the diminution of 
international travel, and an economic upheaval 
driven by global and national tensions and 
worries.  The PCS community has not been 
immune to those forces and their impact is felt 
by many of us still. But, in the same way that any 
home becomes a refuge, so too has PCS become 
that safe harbor, still focused on supporting 
the arts and the mind, academics and the arts, 
intellectual power along with the power of the 
heart. We’re recovering – albeit slowly – to 
work alongside that rekindling spark of the arts 
and the ever-present sense of hope that never 
disappeared from within our walls even in the 
worst of times. As necessary over these past 
few years, we increased our financial aid budget 
to help struggling artists and families; we’ve 
been deeply thoughtful about spending; we’ve 
tempered our progress with sensitivity to the 
epidemiology as necessary. More than anything, 
we have never given in, given up, or failed to give 
out our support, our affection, our affirmation, 
and our available funds to help the young people 
– and their families – entrusted to us to pursue a 
dream and make their dreams a reality.
 
Our ability to continue true to our mission and 
our collective sense of purpose is truly the 
work of each of you – each of the individuals, 
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families, foundations, and certainly each of our 
Trustees, faculty, and staff, who contributed 
funds – and time and energy - to PCS over this 
past year so as to ensure our ability to support 
the young people in our care. Our Trustees are a 
source of constant support, and we are deeply 
grateful for their service. We are profoundly 
grateful for each and every gift from each and 
every donor and we are deeply grateful for the 
generosity of our donors for their persistent 
and consistent support. We are grateful to our 
student performers, our unwavering professional 
community, and our committed and dedicated 
parents. Every single gift made a difference and 
makes a difference (still!).
 
In recognizing our responsibility to support our 
annual fund needs and our critically important 
financial aid demands, we also have an obligation 
to look forward and broadly to see what the needs 
of our students are going forward and to work to 
grow and support our programs in those areas 
showing great need. In light of that commitment, 
I am particularly grateful for an extraordinary and 
anonymous gift of $500,000 whose funding will 
become available during the course of the next 
year, and which will support a robust mental health 
program for our community. Ours is a commitment 
to the full child and this deeply appreciated gift 
will enable us to fulfill that promise going forward. 
We will be sharing more details about our plans 
regarding mental health care and support at PCS 
in the very near future.
 
The bottom line for this year and for each and 
every year is always the same: each of the gifts 

and each of the donors noted herein is critical and 
deeply appreciated. Each gift touches a life or 
lives so as to make for a better school, a stronger 
community, a more powerful seat of learning 
as an educational institution as well as a caring 
place for young people to grow while surrounded 
by support and affirmation.  We are allies in the 
collective journey of this remarkable community 
and your generosity makes all of this possible.
 
It’s all here: support, affirmation, safety, a place 
and a space to relax, to renew, to refresh, to 
recharge. An institution that supports the full 
duality of each of the young people who fill 
our halls by providing our rigorous college 
preparatory education along with our robust 
support for the chosen outside passion and 
interest that brings our students to us in the first 
place. Each of our donors makes that possible; 
each of our supporters reaffirms our commitment 
to care; each of our volunteers adds to the fabric 
that binds us together and keeps us focused on 
the place and the space that the Professional 
Children’s School becomes and remains for each 
and every person connected to us.
 
Home.

Dr. James Dawson
Head of School
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The start of the 2023-2024 school year is a good 
time to focus on the goals for the year ahead. 
We have a clear vision of Professional Children’s 
School’s mission: to provide a rigorous, high quality 
education while supporting our students in their 
various professional endeavors. Our dedicated 
faculty and staff understand the challenges and 
wonderful opportunities our students face as they 
pursue careers in their chosen field, and they work 
tirelessly to help prepare our students for their 
futures, both educational and beyond. It is the hard 
work and dedication of the faculty and staff and 
the leadership of Head of School Dr. James Dawson 
and his team, as well as our culture of collaboration 
and acceptance of all, that helps make PCS such a 
special place. 

The last few years have been the most challenging 
years in recent PCS history. Student enrollment 
declined nearly 40% from pre-pandemic levels as 
the pandemic and economic pressure continues 
to impact the arts and New York City. These 
circumstances have presented unprecedented 

challenges for students and their families, faculty 
and staff, and for the institution as a whole.  We are 
focused on what the “new normal” looks like at PCS 
as it becomes evident that PCS will not rebound in 
the near future to the same size student body that 
it was before the pandemic. The Board of Trustees 
and Administration are focused on managing a 
budget reflective of the size of our student body 
as well as raising additional funds to bolster our 
“reserve funds''.  We remain as committed as ever 
to our overall success and a secure financial future 
for PCS, in this our 110th year. 

This past April, PCS hosted a wonderful annual 
gala which was held at the school. Being at 
the school was meaningful for everyone who 
attended, especially for students who performed 
so beautifully at the event. Our generous donors 
contributed over $175,000 which provides crucial 
support for the school’s Financial Aid Fund – over 
35% of our students receive some level of financial 
aid, a critical element of the school’s mission. 
Our donors are the lifeblood of our fundraising 
efforts and we share our profound thanks for your 
continued support.

As Chair of the Board of Trustees, and a proud 
alumna of the PCS class of 1991, I’m looking 
forward to a year that will allow us to continue to 
rebuild our community. I’m grateful that PCS has an 
experienced and passionate leader in Dr. Dawson. 
His steady hand, experience and wisdom continue 
to guide us forward. The Board of Trustees is 
incredibly grateful to each of you for your support 
of PCS and we hope that you will continue to dig 
deep to provide your support. Your commitment 

FROM THE CHAIR OF THE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MELANIE HARRIS ’91
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and enthusiasm enables Professional Children’s 
School to fulfill our unique educational mission 
as we plan for this school year and for future 
generations of talented, eager and bright PCS 
students.

Melanie Harris ‘91
Chair, Board of Trustees
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PHILANTHROPIC  
SUPPORT 2022-2023 
JULY 1, 2022—JUNE 30, 2023

GIVING TO PCS BY INITIATIVE

GIVING TO PCS BY CONSTITUENCIES

FUND FOR PROFESSIONAL 
CHILDREN’S SCHOOL (Unrestricted)

FINANCIAL AID FUNDS
Includes Gifts to: PCS Financial Aid Fund, 
Dr. James Dawson Fund for Financial Aid, 
Carol Kleban Financial Aid Fund, 
Virginia B. Toulmin Scholarship Fund

SPECIAL EVENTS 

OTHER RESTRICTED GIFTS

$291,280

$194,960

$1,315,847

$359,785

TRUSTEES

ALUMNI

FACULTY AND STAFF

PARENTS

PARENTS OF ALUMNI

FOUNDATIONS, CORPORATIONS, AND GRANTS

$654,467

$400,641

$9,656

$723,644

$722,929

$436,865

$2,161,872
TOTAL GIVING 

TO PCS

8      PROFESSIONAL CHILDREN'S SCHOOL



IMPACT 
BY THE 
NUMBERS

YOUR 
GENEROSITY 
MAKES ALL 

OF THIS 
POSSIBLE!

$1,397,379
 

AWARDED THROUGH 
ALL FINANCIAL AID 
AND SCHOLARSHIP 

FUNDS

$22,424
 

AWARDED THROUGH  
THE CAROL KLEBAN 
FINANCIAL AID FUND

$183,046
 

AWARDED  
THROUGH THE  

DR. JAMES DAWSON 
FUND FOR  

FINANCIAL AID

37%
 

OF PCS STUDENTS 
RECEIVED 

FINANCIAL AID

$106,640
 

AWARDED THROUGH 
THE VIRGINIA B. TOULMIN 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND
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PCS 
DAY OF 
GIVING

PCS DAY OF 
GIVING 2022

We are so grateful to the entire PCS Community for joining us in celebration of our 5th Annual Day 
of Giving on November 3, 2022. Together, we raised over $207,000 for the Fund for Professional 
Children’s School.

In addition to our 
fundraising efforts, 
PCS students took 
the Day of Giving 
to heart by giving 
back to our New 
York City community. 
Students prepared 
and donated over 
590 sandwiches to 
Bowery Mission with 
personalized notes 
and messages for 
well wishes. 

20% 17% 17% 13%

BREAKDOWN BY PARTICIPATION

ALUMNI CURRENT 
PARENTS

PARENTS  
OF ALUMNI

PCS FACULTY, STAFF, 
ADMINISTRATORS, 

AND STUDENTS

$207,249 
RAISED

195+ 
SUPPORTERS

WE ARE ESPECIALLY GRATEFUL TO OUR GENEROUS BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR 
COLLECTIVELY OFFERING A MATCHING GIFT OF $98,000! THIS GIFT HAD AN 
INCREDIBLE IMPACT AND INSPIRED NEARLY 200 PEOPLE TO SUPPORT PCS.
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Our alumni have gone on to become 
renowned doctors, CEOs, lawyers, and 
educators. PCS alumni stand on the largest 
world stages, appear on silver screens, and 
have reached legendary status in the arts 
world. PCS alumni are scattered across 
the globe, each with their own impact and 
ambition, each with their own legacy. We are 
proud of the exceptional accomplishments 
of our former students, for both those who 
continued their early career pursuits and 
those who pivoted. It is all possible at PCS, 
and we thank our incredible alumni for 
passing the torch generation after generation. 

PCS 
ALUMNI 
GIVEBACK

We launched a new initiative this spring with 
the PCS Alumni Giveback. Starting in June 
2023, the Alumni Giveback is an opportunity 
for PCS alumni to come together in support of 
Professional Children’s School. The Giveback 
raised $12,495 by June 30, 2023, and this 
campaign will continue into the fall of 2023. 
A generous donor has offered to match the 
Alumni Giveback gifts up to $100,000. This 
support will be vital as we prepare for our 
upcoming 110th Anniversary. 

For 109 years, Professional Children’s School 
has been home to thousands of gifted artists, 
athletes, performers, and entrepreneurs. PCS 
has provided space for young people to create, 
to learn, and to challenge themselves with a 
rigorous academic education while they pursue 
their most sought-after dreams.
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HONORARY  
CHAIRS
Sidley Austin LLP

 

HONORARY 
VICE CHAIRS
Melanie Harris ’91  

and Rob Fraiman

Erin and Brendan Scanlon

EXECUTIVE  
HOST COMMITTEE
The Asimos Family

Amanda and Ritam Bhalla

Donald and Susan Brant

Ernest and Kay Frank

Isaac and Kieran Greaney

Diane Kenney

Sonya and Darren Schroeder

Jason Weinberg  
and Merritt Johnson

HOST COMMITTEE
Jesse and Anne Ausubel

David R. Bixler ’71

Marian Brown  
and John Glassie

Brian and Jenny Hogan

Sally Shreeves  
and Norm Champ

SPRING 
GALA 
2023
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THANK YOU 
TO EVERYONE  
WHO JOINED US 
“AT HOME”  
ON MONDAY, 
APRIL 24, 2023!
This year’s Spring Gala looked a little 
different, and we were immensely proud 
to host our most cherished event right “at 
home” at PCS. It felt incredible to welcome 
131 people to Professional Children’s 
School to celebrate our students and 
raise support for the Financial Aid Fund.

The Spring Gala included a cocktail 
reception with stunning hors d’oeuvres 
and small plates in our cafeteria and 
balcony, as well as a silent auction 
and student art gallery with wine 
and charcuterie in the library. The 
evening closed with presentations 
of the PCS Legacy Award to three 
distinguished alumni, followed by 
a powerful performance from PCS 
students. The theme for the evening 
was “Coming Home”, celebrating the 
family that is the PCS community.

With 131 attendees and more supporting 
from a distance, the Spring Gala raised 
$178,460 for the PCS Financial Aid Fund.

We extend our thanks again to our 
generous Honorary Chairs, Vice Chairs, 
and Host Committees for their support.
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THIS YEAR’S LEGACY AWARD HONOREES:

LEGACY
AWARDS
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BARRETT DOSS ’07
Barrett Doss stars opposite Justin Hartley in the Netflix holiday 
movie The Noel Diary and currently stars as a series regular on the 
ABC’s Shondaland series ’Station 19’. Barrett starred on Broadway 
in Groundhog Day in the lead female role of Rita. She appeared 
in the Broadway revival of You Can’t Take It With You starring 
James Earl Jones and Rose Byrne. Barrett has been seen off-
Broadway in Burning at The New Group, and off-off Broadway 
in Strom Thurmond Is Not A Racist/Cleansed (The Brick), and 
Orestes 2.0. Her regional credits include Comedy of Errors, The Real 
Thing, and Jamaica. Barrett’s previous television credits include 
a recurring role on the Netflix series Kick and episodes of Girls, 
Bull, Time After Time, Person of Interest, and 30 Rock. Barrett 
holds a B.A. from NYU Gallatin School of Individualized Study.

THOMAS NICKELL ’16
Inventive young composer, pianist, and Young Steinway Artist Thomas 
Nickell has already garnered recognition throughout Europe and 
the United States for his thoughtful explorations of various musical 
genres. As a pianist, Thomas has given many highly lauded public 
performances of important works by Liszt, Chopin, Cowell, Glass, 
Stockhausen, Schnittke, Messiaen, Roslavets, as well as the U.S. 
premiere of David Matthews’ Piano Concerto Op. 111 at Carnegie Hall. 
As a composer, Thomas specializes in contemporary classical and 
interdisciplinary music allowing his work to be heard in diverse settings 
from orchestral music to electronic and dance. Starting in 2021, Thomas 
joined the Oistrakh Symphony of Chicago as curator of the newly 
created Avant Garden. In collaboration with musician / composer 
and fellow PCS alum Fiona Stocks-Lyons ’16, the duo is creating 
a new work for Joffrey Ballet with choreographer and PCS alum 
Christopher D’Ariano ’16 that will premiere in Chicago in March 2023.

TERRENCE WILSON ’94
Acclaimed by the Baltimore Sun as “one of the biggest pianistic 
talents to have emerged in this country in the last 25 years,” 
Grammy-nominated pianist Terrence Wilson has appeared as 
a soloist with most of the major symphony orchestras in the 
United States. He has performed recitals at the Kennedy Center 
in Washington, D.C., the Verbier Festival in Switzerland, the 
Louvre in Paris, and Lincoln Center in New York City, among 
many other major venues. He has received numerous awards 
and prizes, including the SONY ES Award for Musical Excellence, 
an Avery Fisher Career Grant, and the Juilliard Petschek Award. 
He is a graduate of The Juilliard School, where he studied 
with Yoheved Kaplinsky. In March 2021, he was appointed to 
the piano faculty at Bard College Conservatory of Music.
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Our students are the heart of PCS and often inspire us with their tenacity, drive, creativity, and 
passion. Whether it be in the classroom, on stage, or in their professional pursuits, PCS students 
embrace curiosity as a driving force behind their decisions and ideas. Through a love of learning and 
collaborative efforts, our students have built a community of which to be proud. 

STUDENT 
ENGAGEMENT 
AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

BOAT CRUISE
On September 8, 2022, we welcomed all PCS families to the Annual Circle Line Boat 
Cruise to kick off the school year. This is one of our favorite traditions, and both new and 
returning students have the opportunity to gaze upon our city while enjoying dinner, 
dancing, and a DJ on the boat. We are especially thankful to our Board of Trustees 
for underwriting this event, ensuring that all families may join us at no cost.
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FALL FESTIVAL
On September 30, 2022, PCS students took to the field at our 
annual Fall Festival. Through a series of team-based, friendly 
competitions at Riverside Park, our students, faculty, and staff 
enjoyed the outdoors and forged stronger bonds. Thanks to 
Mr. Kevin Casey for organizing such a fun event each year, and 
congratulations to the Green Team for taking home first place!



STUDENT CLUBS
The PCS student community 
often finds ways to celebrate 
their unique interests and 
experiences through inventive 
clubs, school spirit activities, 
and affinity groups. This year, 
the clubs at PCS were:

List of Clubs
Arts & Crafts Club
Arts Space
Basketball Club
Cooking Club
Creative Writing
Gaming Club
Gender & Sexuality Alliance
Literary Magazine
Racial Affinity Group
STEM		
Student Association
Together We Rise
Visual Art Club
Yearbook

STUDENT 
ENGAGEMENT 
AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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GREASE
Congratulations to the cast 
of Grease! The Middle School 
students worked incredibly 
hard on this performance, 
bringing these classic 
characters and songs to life. 
Special shout out to  
Mr. Vincent Sagona 
and Dr. Laura Inman 
for their direction!

ALL SCHOOL NIGHT
On March 3, 2023, we hosted 
one of our favorite annual 
events: All School Night. 
Volunteer parents worked 
with our incredible kitchen 
staff to put together the most 
luxurious potluck dinner before 
students and faculty donned 
the stage with a wide range of 
performances. We have so much 
talent in the PCS community, 
and All School Night celebrates 
the gifts of our students 
and staff members alike. 

ROMEO & JULIET
Congratulations to the cast 
of Romeo & Juliet! The 
Advanced Drama class took 
on Shakespeare’s most 
romantic tragedy with poise 
and precision, capturing 
the beauty of the text and 
the devastating story with 
confidence and intensive 
character development. 
Great work to all involved!
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DIVERSITY, EQUITY, 
AND INCLUSION

THE PCS COMMUNITY CONTINUED OUR 
COMMITMENT TO DIVERSITY, EQUITY, 
AND INCLUSION THIS YEAR. 

During the 2022-2023 school year, the Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion Committee, composed of 
PCS faculty and staff, met monthly to discuss 
ongoing projects and themes pertaining to 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion at PCS. In addition 
to these monthly meetings, the committee 
held two listening sessions with PCS students, 
empowering them to share their perspectives and 
voice concerns or bring ideas for improvement 
forward. Students were also invited to participate 
in the School’s social justice group, Together We 
Rise, or to join Racial Affinity Group, a space 
for any student who identifies as a person of 
color. These two groups, along with the Gender 
and Sexuality Alliance, Student Association, 
and others, would share meaningful video and 

oral presentations at school-wide Community 
Meetings in an effort to celebrate our diverse 
student population, support, and inform. Students, 
staff, and faculty would collaborate to celebrate 
various groups and cultures with Community 
Displays and signage around the school, as 
well as through email blasts and other social 
opportunities. The annual Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Assembly was a focal moment for our school 
community, spotlighting unique perspectives and 
sharing the rich history of the Black community.

In addition to student-centered events and 
outreach, our DEI efforts included an ongoing 
curricular review. In 2021-2022, faculty self-
assessed using “Checking our Curriculum for 
Equity and Inclusion: A Questionnaire,” and in  
2022-2023, faculty utilized the goals previously 
set to self-evaluate progress on ensuring their 
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course curriculum more closely aligns with 
the values of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion. 
Additionally, a DEI Task Force was established 
amongst the DEI Committee with the goal of 
addressing infractions of the newly distributed 
“Inappropriate Language and Hate Speech 
Statement”. The statement was reviewed 
explicitly with students, and the task force 
was established to make recommendations 
to the Division Heads for enforcement, 
follow-up, and consequences, if needed.

The DEI Committee also emphasized the 
importance of proper training in the 2022-2023 
school year. Along with various articles and 
publications, some book selections for faculty 
and staff included So You Want to Talk About 
Race (Ijeoma Oluo), and the summer reading 
selection "The Other Side of Harmony" chapter 

from Austin Channing Brown's book I'm Still 
Here. The highlight of this year’s DEI training 
was a partnership with Joan Edwards, who 
in addition to her independent work as a DEI 
practitioner, currently serves as the Director 
of Equity and Professional Collaboration for 
the Connecticut Association of Independent 
Schools (CAIS). Joan came to PCS to work with 
the entire adult community, collaborating with 
the DEI committee to offer specific training to 
match the needs of PCS. Joan facilitated two 
workshops, the first entitled “The Power of 
Language”, and the second “Navigating Fear”. 

We are proud of the continued work of the 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee and 
the many voices that contribute to building 
a safe, supportive environment at PCS. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE  
PCS MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS 
FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEVEMENTS THIS YEAR. 

The Middle School students 
celebrated the conclusion of the 
2022-2023 school year with the 
traditional Moving Up Ceremony 
on Friday, June 9, 2023. It was a 
pleasure to invite families to join us 
in the Peter Glenville Theatre for the 
ceremony, with student speakers and 
performers, and meaningful words 
from PCS faculty and administrators. 
The ceremony was followed by 
a luncheon with families and a 
joyous farewell for the summer. 

GRADE 6/7
Elle Campagna

Havana Frederickson

Laura Jin

Ava Kulmer

Kai-Jin Kwek-Rupp

Kye Richardson

Brooks Rosen

Shaoyang Song 

Polina Soukhopalova

Taige Wang

Brie Zimmer

GRADE 8
Archer Bommer

Ruo-Chen (Belle) Chou

Callie Curtis

Lila Field

Ravin Gosset

Julian Knopf

Zhize (Alex) Liu

Dale Owens

Alexis Perkel

Azhy Robertson

Ela Sevillia

Johnny Sullivan

Bailey Thomas

Belle Thomas

MI
M
MIDDLE SCHOOL 
MOVING UP
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Congratulations to the PCS Class of 2023! We are so proud of and impressed by this graduating class. Their 
resilience, leadership, humor, and passion for their various professions has been evident throughout their 
time at our school. The Class of 2023 celebrated their Commencement at Merkin Hall on Wednesday, June 
14, 2023, with moving speeches, remarkable performances, and a festive reception. We joyfully welcome 
each of them to the PCS Alumni Community. 

GRADUATING 
CLASS OF 
2023

CLASS OF 2023
Darius Anagnos                

Charlotte Budzinsky          	

Chloé Ava Merzier-Bryan  	

Lula Campillo  	      	      	

Yat Fei Chan                     

Yiran (Sally) Deng             	

Lucy Everett             	      

Kobi Frumer                      	

Kevin Michael Gelles        	

Pramit Ghatak                   	

Jack Gore                         	

Elijah Horland                   	

Rebecca Kaplan

Isabel Kauffmann

Lucas Menin

Will Mossek

Aaron Plouss

Kate Karen Stiene

Ning Tie

Samuel Voit

Sadie Weintraub

Fengming (Jeffrey) Zhang

Shunrui (Larry) Zhang

Shunzhe (Nemo) Zhang

 
24      PROFESSIONAL CHILDREN'S SCHOOL



CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR 
SENIORS!

University of Alabama

American University of Paris (2)

American University of Rome

University of Arizona (2)

Arizona State University

University of the Arts

Ball State University

Bard College (2)

Baylor University

Belmont University

Berklee College of Music (2)

Brandeis University

Brown University

University of California - Berkeley

University of California - Irvine

University of California - Santa Barbara

Catholic University

Chapman University

Columbia University

Columbia University School of Gen. Studies (3)

Cornell University

DePaul University (2)

Duke University

Elon University

Fordham University (3)

Franklin & Marshall College

George Washington University (2)

Hamilton College

Hampshire College

Harvard University

Haverford College

University of Illinois – Chicago

Indiana University (2)

John Cabot University

The Juilliard School (4)

University of Loughsborough (UK)

Manhattan School of Music (6)

Mannes School of Music

Marymount Manhattan College

University of Massachusetts

University of Miami (2)

University of Michigan

Michigan State University (3)

University of Minnesota

Muhlenberg College

New England Conservatory (3)

New York Institute of Technology

New York University (4)

Northwestern University

Oakland University

Oberlin College

Occidental College

Ohio University

Ohio State University

University of Oklahoma

Pace University (2)

Parsons School of Design

Pennsylvania State University (2)

University of Pittsburgh

Point Park University

University of Richmond

Rochester Institute of Technology

Roger Williams University

Sarah Lawrence College

Shenandoah University

Skidmore College

Southern Methodist University

State University of New York (2)

Syracuse University (2)

Temple University (3)

Trinity College (Hartford)

Trinity College (Dublin)

Vassar College (2)

University of Vermont

Virginia Commonwealth University

Webster University

Williams College

COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES
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ALUMNI CORNER
DANIA NAUHOLNYK

As Professional Children’s School continues to 
serve a talented, fascinating, and creative group 
of young people who look to the future with both 
hesitation and excitement, our Alumni Community 
continues to help pave the way for promising 
minds to access a strong and scholarly education, 
to pursue their passions and careers and to find 
inspiration from those who came before them. 
Your impact is profound, touching the lives of 
students, faculty, and staff alike, and fostering 
an environment where dreams are realized, and 
boundaries are surpassed. WE ARE FOREVER 
GRATEFUL!

We were inspired to see increased involvement on 
the part of our Alumni Community this year.  You 
came back to visit in larger numbers, attended 
more events such as our Alumni Basketball Game 
and our Spring Gala, and increased your financial 
giving because you believe that we are making 
a difference. You understand the importance of 
our Institution not just for the individuals who are 
entrusted to us but for the larger community where 

these individuals will thrive and create positive 
change as adults in a variety of workplaces. 

Your generosity has transcended mere financial 
contributions – it has become a bridge connecting 
the past, present, and future of Professional 
Children’s School. As we navigate challenges and 
seize opportunities, your belief in our mission and 
dedication to our growth serves as a reminder that 
we are united in purpose.

The constant message one hears from many of you 
is that we played an important role in your lives in 
the formative years and without the flexibility and 
sense of community which we offer, you would 
not have been able to pursue your passions and 
dreams. For many, Professional Children’s School 
has served as a springboard to success and I 
remind you not to forget about those experiences 
that bond you to this amazing place. I hope that 
those memories will inspire you to give financially 
in the months and years to come, particularly as the 
world is changing and it is becoming more difficult 
to cover the costs of a private school education. We 
can see that every dollar counts.  
Your actions remind us that the bonds formed 
within these walls are enduring, and they extend 
beyond time and distance. Your kindness renews 
our determination to create meaningful change and 
honor the legacy you've helped build.
So we move forward, building stronger partnerships 
with all of you with the goal of providing more 
opportunities for you to give back to the school 
whether that be monetarily or by sharing 
your expertise with our student body in other 
meaningful ways. Most importantly, we encourage 
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you to become our ambassadors and spread the 
word about the magic that happens on West 60th 
Street by recommending us to others.  
I want to thank Dr. James Dawson, Chris Haley, and 
Meghan Blakeman for their support, collaboration, 
and patience. I look forward to what the next year 
holds.  

With heartfelt appreciation and warm regards,

Dania Nauholnyk
Alumni Liaison
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TOTAL GIVING TO PROFESSIONAL 
CHILDREN’S SCHOOL CONTRIBUTED 
BETWEEN JULY 1, 2022 AND  
JUNE 30, 2023. 

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE

Anonymous (3)

Bank of America 

Charitable Gift Fund

The Bommer Family

Melanie Harris ’91  

and Rob Fraiman

Vanguard Charitable

Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS ($50,000 AND ABOVE)

Anonymous

The Asimos Family

Donald and Susan Brant

Ernest and Kay Frank

Isaac and Kiran Greaney

Marci Klein

Estate of Peter P. Nitze

Erin and Brendan Scanlon

DIRECTORS CIRCLE ($25,000 - $49,999)

Anonymous

Diane Kenney

Sonya and Darren Schroeder

Sidley Austin LLP

Jason Weinberg and 

Merritt Johnson

STAR CIRCLE ($15,000 - $24,999)

Amanda and Ritam Bhalla

Darrell and Amy Crate ’89

Robert and Sharon Musiker

Carol Hertling Nickell 

and Frank T. Nickell

Kim Weil and Hector Negroni

DIAMOND CIRCLE ($10,000 - $14,999)

We are profoundly grateful for the culture of philanthropy at Professional Children’s School. 
We offer our deepest thanks to the many parents, grandparents, guardians, alumni, trustees, 
foundations, faculty, staff, and friends who contribute charitable gifts to PCS each year. 
PCS makes every effort to keep tuition affordable while providing an impactful 
and rigorous academic program to our students. The funds raised, both 
restricted and unrestricted, help to bridge the gap between tuition 
income and the cost of a PCS education. With these gifts, PCS can 
offer financial aid, invest in innovative technology, and support 
our professional community in meaningful ways. Thank you to 
everyone who gave in the 2022-2023 school year.

GIVING AT 
PROFESSIONAL 
CHILDREN’S SCHOOL

THANK YOU
PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS, 

GUARDIANS, ALUMNI, 
TRUSTEES, FOUNDATIONS, 

FACULTY, STAFF,  
AND FRIENDS
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We work hard to ensure that this report is accurate.  
If your name is missing, please contact our office at advancement@pcs-nyc.org.

*Senior Class Gift Contributors

Benjamin Arnow ’93  

and Leslie Hibbard Arnow ’94

Jesse and Anne Ausubel

Kristin and John Clark

Merrill and Ashton Curtis

Lee and Bill Dieck

The Fidelity Charitable 

Gift Fund

Edwin Gerard ’02

Michael Gleicher ’04

Goldman Sachs 

Philanthropy Fund

The Hyde And Watson 

Foundation

David and Susan Jennings

Jewish Communal Fund

Nina and Andrew Shapiro

Steele Family Foundation

Sumner Gerard Foundation

The Vlak Family

Patricia Wallendjack  

and Jeffrey Gamblée

Heath and Katherine Watkin

RUBY CIRCLE ($5,000 - $9,999)

David R. Bixler ’71

Marian Brown and John Glassie

James Dawson & Shaun Mattivi

Carmen and Brent Field

Sherrie A. Hinkle

Brian and Jenny Hogan

Sonja Kostich ’90

Dana and Glenn Orenstein

Tricia Lynch Patton ’08 

and Ryan Patton

Sally Shreeves  

and Norm Champ

Mitchell Silverman and 

Stefani Greenfield

Harold S. Spitzer

Katerina Soukhopalova 

and Vasken Demirjian

Jennifer and Jon Steingart

Jonathan  

and Catherine Wachtel

Simone and Fehmi Zeko

PLATINUM CIRCLE ($2,500 - $4,999)

Barclays Capital, Americas

Elizabeth Heidi Bishay ’81

Community Foundation 

of New Jersey

Dr. Daniel Curry  

and Mrs. Rachel 

Yanowitch Curry ’05

Reinna and Ian Dela Cruz

Stephanie  

and Michael Ferdman

Darrel Frost

Stephanie Hull

Vanessa and Rodger Lawson

Mr. and Mrs. D Roger B. Liddell

Laurence Madsen  

and Gregory Spano

Pasquale and Deborah 

Manocchia

Bruna and Kevin 

Martins da Silva

Eleena Melamed ’96

*Bruce and Julie Menin

The Morakis Family

Shawn and Samuel Ostrower

Erica Marks Panush  

and David Panush

Peter Pileski

Denise Jackson Sutherland ’69

Gregory and Diane Wehrman

Mr. Bernard  

and Hon. Diane Yatauro

Sue Zoldak

GOLD CIRCLE ($1,000 - $2,499)
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HONOR ROLL

Anonymous (3)

Anabel Adams and Scott Craft

American Express

Dominika  

and Michael S. Budzinsky

Judith Budzinsky

Elisabeth Fitzgerald

Francine (Amdur ’62) Goldfarb 

and Robert Goldfarb

A. Richard Golub

*Stephanie Goodman 

and Beau Everett

Mya Jones

Carol and John Lane

Ann and William Lieff

John and Victoria Mancuso

Darnley Merzier

Janet and David Offensend

*The Plous Family

Arlen Pyenson  ’94

The Rosenberg-

Caracciolo Family

Stephanie Rupp

Dr. Robert Mark Savage

The Schwab Charitable Fund

Rima Vargas-Vetter ’64

David and Susan Viniar

The Viniar Family Foundation

Irene Strom White ’64

Jie Xu

Anonymous (3)

Sara Arnell

Wendy Wisan Baker ’53 

and Sydney Baker

Baryshnikov Arts Center

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Beckwith

Leeza Behar ’92

Barbara Bemelmans ’54

Anne Blackman

W. Scott and Wanda Blanchard

Caplan Family Foundation, Inc.

Magaly and Kevin Casey

Audrey Chaffee ’22

Mariam Dingilian ’10

Barrett Doss ’07

Nancy Foy ’68

*Kobi Frumer ’23

Surya Garg ’17

Caroline Gogolak ’04

Gregory Gropper ’17

Elizabeth Hartman

Sylvia Hartman ’22

Lynn Mizzy Jonas ’68

Paul, Laura and Hugh Kane

Paul Chalmers  

and Ronnie Kauder

Eunjie & KC Klegar

Charles Klesa ’22

Molly and Damon Klesa

Fred C. and Marion B. Kneip

Lisa Kulson

Brigid and Frédéric Le Minez

Cheng Io Lo ’19

JoAnn Mariano

Emma and Ed McLoughlin

Quincy Qingxi Meng ’15

Yaoyong Meng and Jinglin Jin

Katya Michaels

Joan Milkson ’59

Kendall Mitchell

Wendy Murdock  

and Jack Murrin

New York Dental Partners

Christian Nosal ’17

Stephen Nosal

Lily & Gal Peleg

Jill Perin ’81 and Patrick Perin

*Eve Pomerance  

and Jonathan Mossek

James Reilly

Kevin and Jean Rodd

Sarah Bard Rogers ’78 

and Randy Rogers

Anastasia and Kevin Rotheroe

The Rutledge Family

Karen and Max Sevillia

Thomson Reuters

Lillie Thom & Cliff Hartman

Peter and Amanda Thomas

Brianne von Fabrice 

and Brent Chaffee

Mr. and Mrs. David Walter

Caswell Weinbren ’05

Daisy Wong

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Yanowitch

PATRONS ($500 - $999)

SUPPORTERS ($150 - $499)

*Senior Class Gift Contributors

PATRONS
($500—$999)
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Anonymous (4)

Justin Abrams ’09

Ramin Abrams ’12

Reem Abu-Amara

AmazonSmile

The Anagnos Family

Max and Jessica Anderson

Jessica and Eric Anub

Sena Kim Baron

Drew Beasley ’19

Sophia Beresford ’18

Lori and Carswell Berlin

Meghan Blakeman

Mr. Michael A. Blum

Lillian R. Boese/Kim Haley ’64

William Brant ’06

Dylan Brenner ’12

Dr. Ernestine Byer-Tyre

Dr. and Mrs. James Cahill

Natalie Campagna

Jessica Carlson ’11

Tell B. Carlson ’04

The Carskadden Family

Mikal Kirshner Casalino ’63

Shih-Chieh Chien ’07

Elizabeth Christenberry

Nicole Clark ’74

The Connors Family

Lola Cooper ’07

Ivan Cury ’55  

and Barbara Harris

Andrew Daly ’07

Maureen Darcy

Darius Davie ’10

Rachel de la Torre ’12

Jonathan Demar ’09

Christine Dziegielewski

Lynne and Darryl Edelstein

Shao-Wen Fann ’04

Megan Fairchild ’02

Ruth Colleen Finks

Alyssa French ’04

Michelle and Alon Frumer

*Mr. and Mrs. Richard Gelles

Lyne and Steve Glaser

Emma Gilmore

Annabel Graham ’20

Dr. George Groth 

and Cheryl Cipro

Ethan Haberfield ’17

Chris Haley and David Knapp

Dara Hinshaw

William Hirt

Gen Horiuchi ’85  

and Tanya Horiuchi

Dr. Laura Inman

Rocio Izurieta

Thea Kabacinski

Judith and Lawrence Kaplan

Daniel Kleban

Candace La Douceur  

and Michael Lattanzio

Danielle Lewis

Christina Hall Lovely ’98

Bonnie Trompeter Lowe ’61  

and Norm Lowe

Sandy Macchiarulo

Susann Malin and Joel Solomon

Elaine L. Magidson ’62

Patti Mariano

Raquel Martinez

Ayana Mbaye

AJ McGuire

Federico Mennella

Stefania Mennella ’14

Paul and Jodi McLoughlin

Morgan and Lori Murphy

Kristin Mattiske Nicholls ’94

The Ortiz Family

Berenika D. Palys

Lucette Panush ’16

Tiler Peck ’06

Erika Petersen  

and Eric Rosenthal

Rory Powell-Romine ’77

Anne and Jim Pugliese

Altagracia Ramos

Maria Buck Retartha  

and Anthony Retartha

The Riggins Family

Peter Robertson

Clementina  

and Antonio Rodrigues

Adrian Saari ’14

Elysia Salgado ’03

Mary Saliba ’83

Jean Scales

Steven Ross Schwadron ’87

Carrie and Alex Shaurette

Nina Simons  

and Kenny Ausubel

Stefan Song

Julie Stevens ’87

Kate Karen Stiene ’23

Sean and B.J. Sullivan

Joshua Sussman ’19

Tiffani and James Talbot

Nicholas Torchia ’22

The Torchia Family

Messrs. John Tucker 

and Carl Mulert

Abe Unger ’85  

and Jessica Unger

Tina Williams ’70  

and John D. Williams

Christina and Ned Wood

Ethan Wood ’22

DONORS (UP TO $149)

SUPPORTERS
($150 - $499)
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*Senior Class Gift Contributors

In Memory of 
SUSAN BLUM 

Mr. Michael A. Blum

In Memory of  
PETER NITZE 

W. Scott and Wanda Blanchard John  
and Victoria Mancuso

In Honor of  
EDWIN GERARD ’02 

Sumner Gerard Foundation

In Honor of  
MELANIE HARRIS ’91 

Lyne and Steve GlaserAnn 
and William Lieff

In Honor of  
DENIRO HUDSON 

Mr. and Mrs. David Walter

In Honor of  
DIANE KENNEY 
Anne Blackman

In Honor of  
QINGXI MENG ’15 

Yaoyong Meng and Jinglin Jin

In Honor of  
TERRENCE WILSON ’94 

Peter Robertson

GIFTS 
IN TRIBUTE

We are grateful to THE SUPPORTERS WHO DONATED  
GOODS OR SERVICES TO PCS, either through the Silent Auction  

at the Spring Gala or for another purpose.

IN-KIND GIFTS

Baryshnikov 
Arts Center

New York 
Dental Partners

Barrett 
Doss ’07

Tiler  
Peck ’06

Glenn 
Orenstein 
Graphics

Quinn 
Zoldak ’25

Donald and 
Susan Brant

Paul Q.  
Kane

Megan 
Fairchild ’02

Vasken  
Salon
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For many alumni, families, and friends,  
PCS has played a significant role in their 
lives. If you would like to ensure that 
future students and families have the same 
opportunities, please consider investing in the 
future of PCS with a gift from your estate. 

THE PCS ENCORE SOCIETY In 1994,  
Betty Ivey Martin inspired the creation of the 
Encore Society, an honorary group formed 
to recognize those who have included a 
provision for PCS in their estate plans. 
Bequest intentions qualify for membership 
in this esteemed society. If you would like to 
become a member of the Encore Society by 
making a gift to secure the 
future of PCS, please 
contact the Office 
of Institutional 
Advancement at 
212-582-3116 x.115

ENCORE
SOCIETY

Anonymous 

Heidi Elizabeth Bishay ‘81 

David R. Bixler '71

Roger Boxill ‘46* 

James Dawson  
and Shaun Mattivi 

Michael Gleicher ‘04

James He  
and Wendy Zang 

Aimee Hepting ‘29* 

Ellen W. Johnston* 

Murray and Terry Kessler 

Jeffrey L. Lawrence*  
and Harold S. Spitzer

Nancy Malone ‘54* 

Betty Ivey Martin* 

Peter Nitze*

Hidegarde H. Preston ‘42*

Dolores Quinton* 

Lavinia Reese* 

Frank Streeter* 

Henryette Hunt White* 

ENCORE  
SOCIETY MEMBERS 

*Deceased

BECOME A MEMBER OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT212-582-3116 X.115
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Anonymous

Jesse and Anne Ausubel

Wendy Wisan Baker ’53 

and Sydney Baker

Barbara Bemelmans ’54

David R. Bixler ’71

Donald and Susan Brant

James Dawson & Shaun Mattivi

Lee and Bill Dieck

Ernest and Kay Frank

Lynn Mizzy Jonas ’68

Diane Kenney

Carol and John Lane

John and Victoria Mancuso

Erika Petersen and 

Eric Rosenthal

Harold S. Spitzer

Denise Jackson Sutherland ’69

Irene Strom White ’64

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Yanowitch

Anonymous (2)

American Express

Sena Kim Baron

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Beckwith

Elizabeth Heidi Bishay ’81

Anne Blackman

W. Scott and Wanda Blanchard

William Brant ’06

​​Dylan Brenner ’12

Dr. and Mrs. James Cahill

Kristin and John Clark

Darrell and Amy Crate ’89

Andrew Daly ’07

Rachel de la Torre ’12

Mariam Dingilian ’10

Christine Dziegielewski

The Fidelity Charitable 

Gift Fund

Michelle and Alon Frumer

Edwin Gerard ’02

Sumner Gerard Foundation

Michael Gleicher ’04

Francine (Amdur ’62) Goldfarb 

and Robert Goldfarb

Gregory Gropper ’17

Chris Haley and David Knapp

Melanie Harris ’91  

and Rob Fraiman

Sherrie A. Hinkle

Stephanie Hull

Fred C. and Marion B. Kneip

Emma and Ed McLoughlin

Yaoyong Meng and Jinglin Jin

Joan Milkson ’59

Carol Hertling Nickell 

and Frank T. Nickell

Erica Marks Panush  

and David Panush

Kevin and Jean Rodd

Anastasia and Kevin Rotheroe

Dr. Robert Mark Savage

Jean Scales

The Schwab Charitable Fund

Carrie and Alex Shaurette

The Torchia Family

Vanguard Charitable

Rima Vargas-Vetter ’64

Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation

Caswell Weinbren ’05

Mr. Bernard  

and Hon. Diane Yatauro

15+ YEARS OF GIVING

7-14 YEARS OF GIVING

To join the Ovation Society, simply make a gift of any amount 
for at least three consecutive fiscal years. Supporters who 
have given consecutively for a minimum of three years are 
automatically enrolled into the Ovation Society. To sustain your 
membership and reach new recognition milestones, make a 
gift every year. We are pleased to recognize this year’s Ovation 
Society members, based on giving through the end of our most 
recently completed fiscal year, June 30, 2023. 

OVATION
SOCIETY

OUR 
GENEROUS 
OVATION 
SOCIETY 

MEMBERS
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Mr. and Mrs. D Roger B. Liddell

Ann and William Lieff

Sandy Macchiarulo

Elaine L. Magidson '62

Raquel Martinez

Paul and Jodi McLoughlin

Kendall Mitchell

Morgan and Lori Murphy

Robert and Sharon Musiker

Berenika D. Palys

Jill Perin '81 and Patrick Perin

Peter Pileski

The Plous Family

Arlen Pyenson ‘94

Sarah Bard Rogers '78 

and Randy Rogers

The Rosenberg-

Caracciolo Family

Elysia Salgado '03

Erin and Brendan Scanlon

Sonya and Darren Schroeder

Sally Shreeves  

and Norm Champ

Mitchell Silverman  

and Stefani Greenfield

Jennifer and Jon Steingart

Messrs. John Tucker 

and Carl Mulert

David and Susan Viniar

The Viniar Family Foundation

Brianne von Fabrice 

and Brent Chaffee

Jonathan and Catherine 

Wachtel

Jason Weinberg 

and Merritt Johnson

3-6 YEARS OF GIVING

Anonymous (3) 

AmazonSmile

The Anagnos Family 

Michele and Tim Barakett 

Amanda and Ritam Bhalla 

Dr  Ernestine Byer-Tyre 

Magaly and Kevin Casey 

Paul Chalmers and 

Ronnie Kauder

Nicole Clark '74

Community Foundation 

of New Jersey

The Connors Family

Merrill and Ashton Curtis 

Stephanie and Michael 

Ferdman

Carmen and Brent Field

Nancy Foy '68

Darrel Frost

Caroline Gogolak '04

A Richard Golub

Gregory Gropper '17 

Annabel Graham ‘20

Dr  Laura Inman

Rocio Izurieta

Jewish Communal Fund

Mya Jones

Paul, Laura and Hugh Kane 

Judith and Lawrence Kaplan 

Molly and Damon Klesa 

Sonja Kostich '90

TO MAKE  
A DONATION 

 ONLINE, PLEASE 
 SCAN HERE

We work hard to ensure that this report is accurate.  
If your name is missing, please contact our office at advancement@pcs-nyc.org.
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NAMED AND 
RESTRICTED FUNDS

This endowed financial aid fund was created to 

expand the possibility of a PCS education to a 

broader, more diverse population.

Sir Cameron Macintosh established this endowed 

scholarship fund to honor his friend and 

colleague, producer/choreographer Bob Avian. 

The scholarship is awarded to a PCS student with 

an interest in the field of dance and is based on 

academic and artistic merit. 

The Centennial Fund for the Future was created 

by the PCS Board of Trustees to raise funds 

toward paying off the School’s IDA Bond.

 

The Dani Brenner Award, supported principally 

through the generosity of the Brenner family, is 

given annually in memory of PCS student Dani 

Brenner (1978-1995) to a member of the junior 

class for excellence in creative and expository 

writing.  

This endowed fund supports the technological 

components of the PCS Library, allowing 

students access to a wide range of modern 

research resources. 

The Dr. James Dawson Fund for Financial Aid was 

created in honor and recognition of Dr. Dawson’s 

twentieth anniversary as Head of School. The 

Fund’s original purpose was to provide financial 

aid to students from the Broadway community 

who, without additional support, would be unable 

to afford a PCS education. The Fund was later 

broadened to support any PCS student in need 

of financial assistance in order to attend PCS.

ANONYMOUS ENDOWED 
FUND FOR FINANCIAL AID

(established in 2021)

THE BOB AVIAN  
SCHOLARSHIP
(established in 1997)

CENTENNIAL FUND 
FOR THE FUTURE

 (established in 2012)

THE DANI BRENNER ’96 
DARE TO DREAM FUND

 (established in 2010)

THE GLADYS BROOKS 
FOUNDATION ENDOWMENT 

GRANT FOR THE LIBRARY
(established in 1997)

THE DR. JAMES DAWSON 
FUND FOR FINANCIAL AID

 (established in 2014)
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THE EDWARD E. FORD FOUNDATION 
YOUNG DREAMERS FUND 

(established in 2008) 

THE EDWARD E. FORD FOUNDATION 
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP FUND  

(established 1973, additional grant in 1990)

FACULTY SALARY  
ENDOWMENT 

(established with an Edward E. Ford  

Foundation grant in 1981)

FACULTY ENRICHMENT FUND 
(established with an Edward E. Ford  

Foundation grant in 1987)

FACULTY-STAFF TRAVEL 
GRANT FUND 

(established in 2001)

PETER GLENVILLE  
THEATRE FUND 

(established in 2003)

These endowed 

funds provide 

tuition assistance for 

outstanding students 

in good standing with 

financial need. 

This endowed fund supplements faculty 

salaries, helping to keep them competitive 

with other independent schools. It allows the 

school to keep tuition at a reasonable rate 

while continuing to maintain an excellent 

professional staff. 

This fund provides grants for faculty 

members to attend special workshops and 

seminars, and embark on special projects 

of their own design in order to further 

professional and personal growth. 

Two grants annually are awarded to members 

of the full-time faculty and/or staff who have 

been continuously employed at PCS for a 

minimum of four years. Grants can be used for 

any purpose involving travel within the United 

States and/or international destinations. The 

grant program is designed to support travel 

to fulfill a personal or professional goal, and 

recipients are selected at the discretion of the 

Head of School. 

Established by a generous grant from the 

Peter Glenville Foundation, this fund provides 

ongoing operating support for PCS’s Peter 

Glenville Theatre.

CREATE  
A FUND

CALL US!
212-582-3116 X.115
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This fund was created by PCS alumna and 

past Chairman Denise Jackson Sutherland 

‘69, in memory of her parents Audrey 

Keppel Jackson ’39 and John Henry 

Jackson ‘35.  The fund supports student 

needs not covered by tuition assistance. 

Income from the fund provides for the 

purchase of books, transportation to 

and from school, eyeglasses, class trips, 

and other expenses beyond the reach of 

students with financial need. 

This fund was initially created in 2013 in 

honor of Carol Kleban’s retirement from 

her position as Associate Head of School. 

Upon Ms. Kleban’s untimely passing in 

June 2015, the Fund was rededicated 

to commemorate her life and career 

in recognition of her more than three 

decades of service to the PCS community.

 

Established by alumna Nancy Malone 

to provide scholarship support to PCS 

students working in the dramatic arts.

Robert Mariano was the director of the 

first “All of Us” musical in 1960, with fellow 

students Marvin Hamlisch, Leslie Uggams, 

Christopher and Glen Walken and Lorin 

Hollander.  The show evolved over the 

years into the annual Spring Benefit. In 

2003, his many classmates and friends 

established this memorial fund to help 

support the building and operation of the 

Peter Glenville Theatre at PCS. 

THE JACKSON FAMILY FUND 
FOR STUDENT SUPPORT 

(established in 2006)

THE CAROL KLEBAN 
FINANCIAL AID FUND 

(established in 2013)

THE NANCY MALONE '54 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

(established in 2013)

THE ROBERT J. MARIANO 
'61 MEMORIAL FUND

(established in 2003)

NAMED AND 
RESTRICTED FUNDS
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This fund provides tuition assistance for 

students with financial need.

 

An endowed fund providing need-based tuition 

assistance for PCS’s African-American students 

was established with a bequest in December 

2009 from Lavinia Reese. Ms. Reese was an 

employee of the School for more than 34 years 

until her retirement as business manager in 

November 2005. 

The SAPAR Contemporary Art Scholarship 

was established to provide tuition support to 

a talented visual art student(s) who could not 

otherwise afford a PCS education.

 

The Second Century STEM Initiative Fund 

was created to strengthen and deepen PCS’s 

academic offerings in the areas of science, math, 

and technology in ways that benefit all students 

regardless of their possible careers.

The Virginia B. Toulmin Scholarship Fund was 

established through the generosity of the 

Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation to create the 

Toulmin Scholars Program, which provides 

annual financial aid awards to two female 

students in the performing arts, who otherwise 

would be unable to afford a PCS education.

THE READER’S DIGEST-DEWITT 
WALLACE ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS

(established in 1992)

THE LAVINIA REESE FUND
(established in 2009)

THE SAPAR CONTEMPORARY 
ART SCHOLARSHIP

(established in 2015)

SECOND CENTURY STEM 
INITIATIVE FUND
 (established in 2014)

VIRGINIA B. TOULMIN 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

(established in 2016)

 

We are grateful to the many alumni, friends, parents, faculty and staff who have made gifts to 

support our community over the years. We welcome additional gifts to these funds, especially 

those that support the financial assistance for PCS students. If you would like to explore creation of 

a new named fund, the Office of Institutional Advancement would be delighted to work with you.
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Reem Abu-Amara 
Director of Technology

Sarah Barlow 
English & Social Studies

Meghan Blakeman 
Assistant Director  

of Institutional Advancement

Ernestine Byer-Tyre 
Biology & Chemistry

Kevin Casey 
Physical Education

Damien Cook 
Sous Chef

Maureen Darcy 
World Languages

James Dawson 
Head of School

Chris Haley 
Director of Institutional Advancement

Catherine A. Henry 
English & History 

William F. Hirt 
History; College Advisor  

Laura Inman 
Music

Rocio Izurieta 
Head Night Custodian 

Lisandro Jaquez 
Custodian

Thea Kabacinski 
Learning Specialist

Paul Q. Kane 
Director of Finance

Jeffrey Laguzza 
English 

Brigid Le Minez 
French

Danielle Lewis 
English & English as a New Language

Raquel Martinez 
Director of Human Resources; Controller  

Tony Martinez 
Security Officer

Ayana Mbaye 
Librarian

AJ McGuire 
Technology Integration  

Support Specialist

Lori Gigliotti Murphy 
Director of Admissions

2022-2023 
FACULTY, STAFF, 
AND ADMINISTRATORS
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Dania Nauhnolnyk 
Head of Middle School; Alumni Liaison

Ayana Peña 
Registrar; Assistant to the Associate 

Head & Head of U.S.

Angela Perozo-Jackson 
Registrar; Accounts Payable Coordinator 

Guthrie Porter 
Mathematics

Altagracia Ramos 
Custodian

Kevin Rodd 
Science  

Antonio Rodriguez 
Security Officer

Joseph Rosado 
Chef Manager

Sarah Rutledge 
Head of Upper School

Vincent Sagona 
Drama; Director of Performing Arts

Robert Mark Savage 
History

Jean J. Scales 
Admissions & Business Office Coordinator

Jodie Schaeffer 
Mathematics

Alex Shaurette 
Associate Head of School 

Rachel Soyk 
Mathematics

Anh Ta 
Art

Myron Toltsis 
Network Administrator

Ashley Torres 
Receptionist; Medical Records Coordinator

John Tucker 
Director of Public Relations

Jackson Williams 
Food Service Worker

Fredrico Wilson 
Facilities Manager

THANK 
YOU
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PROFESSIONAL 
CHILDREN’S 
SCHOOL

*Denotes Alumni

2022-2023 INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT COMMITTEE

Erica Marks Panush  
Chair

Marian Brown

Anthony Roth Costanzo*

James Dawson

Isaac Greaney

Melanie Harris*

Sonja Kostich*

Bob Musiker

Jason Weinberg

Chris Haley

Meghan Blakeman

2022-2023 BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Melanie Harris*  
Chair

Stephanie J. Hull  
Treasurer

Diane Kenney  
Secretary

Amanda Bhalla

Donald B. Brant, Jr.

Marian Brown

Anthony Roth Costanzo*

Amy Crate*

James Dawson  
Head of School

Isaac S. Greaney

Sonja Kostich*

Bob Musiker

Erica Marks Panush

Erin Scanlon

Sonya Schroeder

William Villafranca

Jason Weinberg

Charlotte M. Ford

Ernest H. Frank

Peter P. Nitze

Denise Jackson Sutherland*

HONORARY LIFETIME TRUSTEES
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Meghan Blakeman

James Dawson

Chris Haley

Melanie Harris ‘91

William Hirt

Dania Nauholnyk

Jazzy Pedroza-Watson

Jean Scales

Alex Shaurette

John Tucker

CONTRIBUTORS

Meghan Blakeman

Kevin Casey

Dania Nauholnyk

Kevin Rodd

Sarah Rutledge

Jean Scales

John Tucker

Filip Wolak

Various PCS Students 
and Alumni

PHOTOGRAPHS

Nami Ahn

DESIGN

JT Graphics, Inc.

PRINTING

2022-2023 OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT

Chris Haley  
Director

Meghan Blakeman  
Assistant Director

Dania Nauholnyk  
Head of Middle School 

& Alumni Liaison

2022-2023 ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM

James Dawson 
Head of School

Alex Shaurette 
Associate Head of School

Sarah Rutledge 
Head of Upper School

Dania Nauholnyk  
Head of Middle School 

& Alumni Liaison

Reem Abu-Amara 
Director of Technology

Chris Haley  
Director of Institutional 

Advancement

Paul Q. Kane  
Director of Finance

Lori Gigliotti Murphy 
Director of Admissions

John Tucker 
 Director of Public Relations
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Donations are also accepted by mail or by phone.

TO MAKE  
A DONATION 

 ONLINE, PLEASE 
 SCAN BELOW

132 West 60th Street
New York, NY 10023 
(212) 586 3116 ext 115 or 118


